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St John’s Catholic School for the Deaf is committed to giving all of our pupils every opportunity to achieve to 
their fullest potential. We are committed to providing an accessible curriculum and facilities to remove any 
barriers to learning. 
 
Purpose of Plan 
 
This plan shows how St John’s Catholic School for the Deaf intends, over time, to increase the accessibility 
of our school for our disabled pupils, staff, parents/carers and other visitors. 
 
Definition of Disability 
 
A person has a disability if s/he has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long term 
adverse effect upon his/her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 
 
Areas Covered by the Plan 
 

 Increasing access for disabled pupils to the school curriculum (this includes learning and teaching, 
and the wider curriculum of the school such as participation in after school activities and school trips, 
and learning in residential time.) 

 Improving access to the physical environment of the school 

 Improving the learning outcomes for all disabled pupils 

 Contributing towards improved outcomes for hearing impaired pupils in other local schools 
 
Contextual Information 
 
St John’s Catholic School for the Deaf has been in its current location since 1875. Teaching and residential 
areas are housed in the same building. In some areas the building is two stories high, although the second 
floor is used for storage only at present. Although the oldest part of the building is around 150 years old, 
later additions have been made, the latest of which was a new drama suite built in 2011/12.  
 
Most of the teaching takes place in ground floor classrooms, with the exception of Art, which is a first floor 
room accessible by stairs and a stairlift. There are a number of changes in level across the ground floor with 
small flights of stairs. These have been made accessible to disabled people by means of ramps or stairlifts. 
There is currently one area which has stairs but no alternative means of inside access. At present all students 
using this area (Sixth form) are able to access this using the stairs. 
 
The residential accommodation is on the first floor. This is accessed by stairs. There is a stairlift installed in 
the sixth form area. 
 
There are a number of external doors which have disabled ramps to assist entry for those with physical 
impairments. There are plans to install an additional ramp to facilitate access to the secondary classrooms.  



 
All classrooms and communal residential areas have acoustic cladding on the walls to optimise the acoustic 
environment. Where possible all areas are carpeted to reduce the reverberation of soundwaves. Classrooms 
are fitted with soundfield amplification technology. 
 
Regular environmental audits by the school’s qualified teacher of the multi sensory impaired highlight areas 
where window blinds or warning strips need to be installed to aid pupils with a visual impairment, or to keep 
them safe. 
 
Current Range of Known Disabilities 
 
Pupils at St John’s have a hearing impairment, and many have additional special needs such as visual and 
physical impairments, dyslexia, dyspraxia, autism and ADHD. Some of our parents/carers and staff are 
hearing impaired.  
 
At present no members of the school community are wheelchair users. 
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1. Review of previous plan Sept 2012 – 2015 
Physical Environment   

Targets Strategies Outcome Current status  

Continue to improve 
accessibility to the school 

Install disabled access 
ramp to door by the 
current Library 

Disabled pupils / visitors 
able to access the main 
teaching corridor 

Outstanding – Summer ‘15 

Provide accessible toilets in 
the Reception area 

Upgrade toilets, to include 
disabled toilet 

Disabled toilet facilities for 
school visitors 

Upgraded toilet facilities. Unable to provide disabled facilities due 
to building design. Nearest disabled toilets – teaching corridor 

Improve the Primary play 
area for pupils with MSI 

Develop outdoor 
classroom and improve 
Primary playground 

Improved opportunities for 
learning through play for 
all pupils 

Larger play area / covered area / climbing frame installed 

To improve the listening 
environment for pupils 

Investigate alternatives to 
group aid system 

Installation of soundfield 
system 

complete 

Improve outcomes and 
sensory learning 
opportunities for MSI / 
ASD pupils 

Develop sensory room Sensory room in place and 
included in curriculum 
planning 

complete 

 
Curriculum 

Targets Strategies Outcome Current status 

Continue to monitor the 
requirements of individual 
pupils on the current 
school roll and implement 
strategies as required 

Complete personal 
programmes for MSI and 
autistic pupils 
 
Develop new approaches 
for assessment and 
recording for pupils with 
complex needs 
 
Provide training for 
support staff, MSI 
intervenors; on-going 
training in VI, MSI and HI 
for new staff  
 

Needs of learners met; 
new approach to personal 
programmes introduced 
including AfL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Training completed 
 
 
 
 

On-going monitoring of individual pupil progress,  personalised 
curricula and assessing/recording methods  
 
Training needs identified in primary department – SCERTS model 
for pupils with ASD and complex needs  
 
 
 
On-going rolling programme for all staff 
 
 
 
 
 



Provide further courses at 
Danesgate / Country 
Classroom 
 
Explore in school provision 
for EPD and other 
Foundation courses 

 
Courses at Danesgate and 
bespoke Pathways course 
for Entry Level students at 
York College introduced  
 

Progression courses in planning, integrating learning experiences 
at college and School.  

 
Community 

Targets Strategies Outcome Current Status  

Provide accessible 
audiological service for 
West Oaks SILC 

West Oaks pupils who 
wear hearing aids will have 
full access to audiological 
advice and support 

Improved outcomes for 
West Oaks pupils 

 

Improve outcomes for Deaf 
and HI students at York 
College 

Provide deaf awareness 
training and support for 
York College staff 
 
Provide valuable work 
experience placements for 
St John’s P16 students 

Improved outcomes for 
deaf and HI students 

All students successfully completed courses / moved to 
progression courses.   
 
Successful completion of work experience placements.   
 
Identifying wider range of placements on-going.   

Share SEN knowledge and 
experience with local 
schools 

Participate in EPOS 
training 

Complete  Membership of Wharfedale Partnership and EPOS to continue to 
share knowledge and work collaboratively.  

 
2. New Plan 2015 – 2018 

 
Physical Environment   

Targets Strategies Outcome Time frame  Costs 

Continue to develop the 
Primary department to 
accommodate the needs 
of the current and future 
cohorts 

Install appropriate toilet / 
changing facilities in 
Primary department 

Accessible toilet 
Wet room / toilet 
Changing space 

Summer 2015 £8,000 



Develop the outside space 
to enhance learning for 
multi sensory impaired 
pupils 

Develop sensory garden 
outside The Base 

Accessible, safe and stimulating space to allow 
pupils to explore the outside environment 

By Spring 2016 £50,000 

Continue to improve 
accessibility to the school 

Install disabled access ramp 
to door by the current 
Library 

Disabled pupils / visitors able to access the main 
teaching corridor 

Summer ‘15 £400 

 
 
 
Curriculum 

Targets Strategies Outcome Time frame  Costs 

Continue to develop 
personalised curricula for 
pupils at all key stages  

SCERTS model for pupils 
with ASD and complex 
needs 
 
Individual curriculum 
planning to offer range of 
accredited courses at KS3 
and 4 

At least good final outcomes for all pupils in all 
assessments 

SCERTS model 
initial introduction 
Autumn 15 
 
Individual 
curriculum plans by 
June annually 

Resources, pupil 
registration costs c 
£1,000 per annum   
 
Staff training c £1k  

Enhance range of extra-
curricular experiences and 
out-of-school learning for 
pupils with complex needs   

Build out-of-school 
learning into curriculum 
plans  
 
Build on range of extra-
curricular learning, 
including adventurous 
learning and care activities 
for all   
 

All students have range of positive learning 
experiences in local and wider community, 
meeting new peers and adults 

Summer 15 Cost of extra-
curricular activities; 
financial support from 
FoSJ 

Improve PSD outcomes for 
Sixth Form students with 
complex needs.  

Provide further bespoke 
Foundation courses that 
integrate learning 
experiences in School, 
care and college.  

Improved PSD outcomes.  New bespoke 
courses from 
Autumn 15  
 

One-to-one support 
costs for individual 
students.  
 



 
Access range of work 
experience placements 
appropriate to vulnerable 
students.  
 
Explore semi-independent 
living options and further 
develop integrated 
learning experiences at 
college and School. 
 
 

Range of work 
experience 
placements by 
Autumn 16  
 
Semi-independent 
living provision 
from Autumn 17   

Refurbishment of 
school 
accommodation to 
provide semi-
independent living 
options.  

 
Community 

Targets Strategies Outcome Time frame  Costs 

Work collaboratively with 
local schools to complete 
joint moderation and share 
SEN knowledge and 
experience and  

Participate in Wharfedale 
Partnership to evaluate 
approaches to assessment 
without levels and 
moderation process. 
 
Establish links with sister 
High School SEN co-
ordinator.   

Teacher assessments internally and externally 
moderated. 
 
Decision re future assessment method(s) 
considered with mainstream colleagues.  

Autumn 15 Cover costs for staff 
attendance at 
meetings. 
 
Costs for CPD courses.  
 
Supply cover for SEN 
co-ordinator of sister 
High School.  

 


