
C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 V
o

ic
e

 

S
T

 
J

O
H

N
’

S
 

C
A

T
H

O
L

I
C

 
S

C
H

O
O

L
 

F
O

R
 

T
H

E
 

D
E

A
F

 

2017/18–Issue 2 

December 2017 

Church Street 
Boston Spa 

ST  JO H N’ S CA TH OLI C  S C HOOL   

FOR TH E DE AF  

Phone: 01937 842144 
Fax: 01937 541471 

A SEN Specialist School 
www.stjohns.org.uk 

The fantastic team spirit of St John’s shone once again for this year’s Christmas  
Celebration performance. 

Secondary students followed the tale of a sad boy who lost his precious Christmas 
Bear on the days leading up to the end of term. Though initially the other students 
were a bit mean to him, they rallied and helped him to search. This search high-
lighted a parallel story of looking for the real meaning of Christmas. When Mqhele 
is finally reunited with his bear at the end of the play he realises that he has new 
friends, and lots of love around him. Everyone else realises that it is not about the 
presents, or the money spent, but about spending time with loved ones, and    
helping out those who may not have such support at this time of year. 

Primary students created magic with their portrayal of the Nativity through song, 

dance and live action. The delight of participating was clear on all their faces. The 

icing on the Christmas cake was a beautiful performance for the Rainbow group of 

wonderful festive songs. 

Performances were excellent, especially from those who soldiered on through the 

winter’s onslaught of illness.   

2017 Christmas Celebration 
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It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas 

In preparation for Advent, Father David Murray, Father John Newman (our 
new Parish Priest) and David Arblaster (Governor and Deacon) came to St 
John’s to celebrate mass with the whole school.  The Primary pupils           
explained the Advent wreath to everyone.  The Secondary pupils presented a 
modern version of the Annunciation using the current single “Blinded by 
Your Grace” by Stormzy.  We finished our mass with Transition using 
Maketon signs whilst singing “Silent Night”. 

In November we once again welcomed a group of sixth formers from Ampleforth College to school. Students 
from our sixth form and year 11 spoke to the group about their experiences and plans for the future. They also 
explained the varied destinations that our sixth form leavers have gone on to, from studying photography at 
university to working in Dubai. They gave the group a guided tour of school and answered many wide-ranging 
questions.  The Ampleforth students fed back their reflections after the visit, saying ; 

“We saw that the pride the teachers took in their service meant that the students had opportunities as many 
went on to university and had qualifications that would help them get a job the experience showed how deaf 
people differ from the stereotype that they carry and that their   
problems can vary and, no matter what, St. John's school gave them 
the attention and help they needed.” 

Our students were great ambassadors for St John’s, speaking frankly 
and with great self-confidence. Arbaaz, Lyla, James and Uzair (on the 
right) delivered a presentation to students from Ampleforth College, 
explaining where some of our past students had gone to after leaving 
St John’s School. They also shared their own plans for the future and 
very confidently answered any questions. Well done . 

Advent Mass 

Ampleforth Sixth Form Visit 

To everyone who has sent lovely Christmas cards 
and gifts into school for the staff and pupils.  We 
have had biscuits, chocolates and some amazing 
cakes THANK YOU, we hope you have a Merry 
Christmas and all the best for 2018. 
Thank you for your continued support,  
peace be with you. 

Thank You 
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Out and About 

COM MU NITY  V OI CE 

At the beginning of term, the year 11’s went to Clayfever ceramic studio in Tadcaster for a fun, creative 
afternoon.  They were allowed to pick a piece of pottery and decorate it any way they liked.  This was then 
glazed and fired.  Didn’t they do well! 

Country Classrooms 

In September Kye began a city and guilds course in land based skills, attending a local provision called "The 
Country Classroom". 

The country classrooms ethos is to utilise every thing the country side has to offer. Kye was hesitant when 
first working with the animals but has now become very confident and is happy working with any of the  
animals from the small albino hedgehog to the large horses. 



Lily (left) made sure that the swimming 

pool environment was clean and safe 

for  customers. “Its lovely to be com-

fortable leaving Lily to get the job done 

to a high standard. She is a delight to 

work with.” said Nick.  
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Year 11 Work Experience 

Year 11 Students had a very successful week working in a variety of jobs ranging from swimming pools, vets 
practices to wine distribution.  They were all tired from their experience but learnt a great deal.  Well done! 

Iqra (right) worked in the Transition Department in school. Her jobs 

included leading worship, signing to students, assisting with the chil-

dren on a visit to the village, ordering stationery and putting up dis-

plays. She was a valued member of the team. 

Alfie (left) spent the week making a promotional film about St John’s School for 

Mrs Bradbury. He visited York College/Askham Bryan, interviewed students and 

staff, filmed the environment and edited his shots. This is an area that Alfie is 

very interested in and one that he would like to follow after school.  

Jack (right) spent time in different departments and learned about the vehicle rental 

business.  He organised forms so that vehicles could be taxed, looked into how the com-

pany uses social media for marketing and researched car costs on auction sites. He liked 

working in reception best because he had more responsibility.  

John and Andrew worked in a warehouse environment. They 

made up boxes and picked customer orders for delivery to     

restaurants.  They were looked after by a former student at St 

John’s School who has worked at the company for several years. 

Richard said “they have picked up the job really quickly and are 

both doing very well.” 

Miles had a varied week in school and assisted lots of staff. He sorted out 

First Aid kits for the nurse, put up a display in the art room and cleaned 

some equipment for the Primary Department. 



Suriya (left)took orders and served customers at the Wise Owl Café. Christine 

said “ Suriya is quick to learn, is able to chat to customers confidently and is al-

ways looking for another job to do”  
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Leeds Met Adventure Day 

COM MU NITY  V OI CE 

The staff and pupils set out on a freezing day to enjoy a full day of outdoor adventurous activities. When we 
arrived we started with some mind boggling team building activities. The pupils had to find their way around 
‘The Galaxy’ to land on different planets without touching the ground – using hoops, balls and markers. We 
then travelled around the campus finding clues in their ‘outer orbit’ orienteering course. After our well de-
served snack we jumped in the canoes to see if we could float on  water (not everyone did!) We then en-
joyed a lovely warm lunch that was very kindly provided by the University. Finally, before we were beamed 
back home we climbed ‘The Moon’ climbing wall and collected all of the space rocket pictures as we went. 

The group had a fantastic day and were a pleasure to take out. – Mrs Pirie PE Teacher.. 

Hollie (right) worked in a busy office and com-

pleted many tasks. “Hollie is polite, punctual 

and very willing to take on a job. Her IT skills 

are excellent.” said Janet. 

Year 11 Work Experience 

Mia (left) worked in her local Veterinary surgery. 

She watched operations, greeted clients and 

cleaned the examination table. She helped staff by 

completing some small tasks in a difficult             

environment.  
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Sadly we say goodbye to Andy Jackson, who has looked after our school for almost 10 years, goodbye and 
good luck, you will be missed very much, Mrs Bradbury has written you a farewell poem below, that says it 
all.  

Moving on….. 

If 

If you can keep your head when all around are losing theirs,  

The boiler’s broke and there’s a damaged window too, 

The fire service say we need 60 new doors and sourcing them is all down to 

you; 

If you can climb the chapel roof to find the flashings stolen by thieves, 

And reset the fire alarm in the middle of the night when you’re on annual 

leave; 

If you can fill every working minute with at least an hour’s worth of work 

done, 

Yours was St John’s and everything that’s in it, 

And- which is more – you were an outstanding maintenance man, my son! 

Good Bye and Good Luck 

Sadly we also say farewell to Mrs Hilyer 
and Mrs Sharp, both of whom have been 
at St John’s for four years.   Goodbye and 
good luck, you will be missed very much. 

Fond Farewell  



Maths Star of the Month—October and November 

The maths star of the month for October was awarded 

to Suriya, Year 11, and in November it was awarded to 

Joshua, year 6. well done! 

Just to remind you all pupils have a MATHLETICS login. 

www.mathletics.com 

Doing mathletics little and often can boost your child’s 

maths performance and confidence. 
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St John’s On-line 
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Matt’s E-Safety blog Social Media:  Who are you really? 

Social networking sites are a huge favourite with children, allowing them to stay in 

touch with friends, meet new people with similar interests, and share photos and 

videos. Used appropriately, social networks are a great place for young people to 

demonstrate their creativity. 

Social media is also a place where people can hide behind a different identity.       

Unfortunately not everyone is who they appear to be! It is important that we know 

who children are in contact with. Often with our students another person’s “friend” 

is their “friend”, even though they’ve probably never met. This creates a view that if someone else knows 

them they must be safe.  

 

What can we do to keep Children safe online? 

 Educate yourselves on which Apps your children are using.  
 Teach our children never to over share information. 
 Explain to children that “friends” are people they know. People online might not be who they say 

they are. 
 Report inappropriate text to the site administrators. Report directly to CEOP if someone is trying to 

meet up with your child or if you think your child is in immediate danger. 
 Talk to your child about the fact that what they post can’t always be taken back, and even if it can, it 

may already have been shared. This applies to webcams too – teach them to only use webcams with 
people they know, and show them how to disable it. 

 Talk with your child about the dangers of meeting up with  
 people they have met online.  
 
Till next time, stay safe and Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,  Matt Wilson CEOP ambassador  

‘Teachers to Parents’ 

“Teachers to Parents” is a text messaging service which school uses and allows for easy communication 
between school staff and parents.  Text messages are sent to parents mobile phones.  If you change your 
mobile phone number, please remember to let the school office know.  Thank you. 

http://www.mathletics.com
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Some School Charity Fund Raising Events 

St John’s collected £30.11 by selling poppies in school, this went towards the     

district total of £714.  This supports the armed forces community past and     

present, thank you to everyone who made a donation. 

The Rotary Club of Lower Wharfedale Shoebox Appeal 

St John’s Support the Royal British Legion 

Once again the Rotary Club of Lower Wharfedale facilitated the annual  
Rotary shoebox scheme in our area.  They provide some special shoe-
boxes to be filled with gifts for children and adults to go to Eastern   
Europe.  These are quite possibly the first real gifts they have received 
for a long time and we do this at the beginning of November, so that 
they can be delivered before Christmas.  The boxes can be made up for 
a teenager, household or baby and ours were going to Romania.      
Thirteen local schools participate and then the Rotarians collect and 
bring the boxes (approximately 600) to St John’s where they are stored, 
until they are collected and taken to the International Aid Trust Distri-
bution warehouse.  Before then, we had a small celebratory service in 
the school chapel with visitors from Monk Fryston school and 
Wetherby Rotary Club.  

Rotary controls the running and organising of the shoebox scheme and 
is really grateful to everyone who supports this, as are we, thankyou. 

Collection for Homeless 

Mrs Leetch set up a collection in the staff room for the homeless and needy in York.  St Michaels Chambers, 
Spurriergate Church Centre will be opening its doors to give a Christmas meal for the homeless.  The church 
wanted basic essential items to give to people at Christmas.  Items needed were: Face wipes, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, sanitary products, new underwear male/female and chocolate oranges.  Such basic stuff, it   
really makes you think doesn't it!   Thankyou to everyone who supported this. 

Check out the website:   www.spurriergate.com   Home of great food, coffee and inspiration 
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Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4 

Well Done Everyone 

At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day for working hard in lessons, following our 
Golden Rules and for making other positive contributions to our school.  Prizes are awarded for first and  
second place across key stage 3 and 4.  Alex was awarded the most merit stamps for the month of October 
and Mqhele gained second place.  Julian got the most merit stamps for November and Joshua came second 
(pictured below) 
 
As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day, they have been presented with a 
certificate and £10 and £5 respectively each in cash.  Well done to all of you, we are very proud!  

Mary’s Meals 
Monday 18th December we had a non-uniform day and Christmas dinner. The money 
given for non-uniform and Christmas dinner was donated to Mary’s Meals. John      
Dyson, Catering Manager also donated an extra £1 for every Christmas dinner ticket 
sold. 

Mary’s meals feeds  one child for a whole year for £13.90.  Due to three kind  donors 
they are matching the money raised.  St John’s raised £113 which means we can feed 
16 children for one year. 

Mrs McAleer thanks everyone once again showing the true spirit of Christmas once 
again in supporting this charity. 

www.marysmeals.org.uk 

http://www.marysmeals.org.uk
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Post 16 News  

Arbaaz has received his  National Citizen Service 

certificate in recognition of the contribution 

that he has made to his community. He was 

very proud to receive it as it was signed by The-

resa May – the Prime Minister.  Also, Arbaaz 

passed his Health & Safety test last week with 

90%. He was the top of his class. 

Your hard work revising really paid off. Fantastic 

result. 

Great News for Arbaaz 

College Taster Day 

Josh passing on his brick 
skills to Miles during his 
taster day session at York 
College. 

On World Mental Health Day, there 
were Self-esteem and Laughter work-
shops at York College. These were run 
by Victoria Cook (a TV comedian/
actor).  The aim was to find out how to 
improve good mental health and well-
being by learning about positive t  
hinking, communication techniques 
and the power of body language. 

James really enjoyed the session and 
though it was very helpful. 

World Mental Health Day 

Sixth Form Residential Fun 

Another busy term in Sixth form, together with lots of fun 
and frivolities  This included Go Karting at York, followed by 
a trip to McDonalds (of course)!  There was Christmas shop-
ping at the Meadow Hall Shopping Centre in Sheffield, and 
of course, the obligatory Christmas party.  There was a gor-
geous meal, followed by pass the parcel, Christmas bingo 
and Secret Santa.  Happy Christmas from all in Sixth Form. 



Raffle Prize Winners 
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Christmas Fair News 

 

1st Prize - Festive Hamper       Mrs Sayer (parent) 

2nd Prize Bottle Hamper.       Judi (staff) 

3rd Prize Pamper Hamper      Rachel Edwards 

4th Prize Children’s Festive Hamper      Louis Faithfull (ex pupil) 

5th Priz - Tea Hamper       Jo Walker 

6th Prize Men’s Hamper       Mr Forbes (governor) 

7th Prize Mini Wine Hamper      John (pupil) 

8th Prize Moulton Brown Mini Bath Collection    Mrs Coverley (staff) 

9th Prize Christmas Advent Calendar     Mrs Sharp (staff) 

10th Prize Guess How Much I Love You Calendar    Dawn Daly 

11th Prize Candle and L’Occitane Hand cream    Mrs Wright (staff) 

12th Prize A Kettle  (Donated by Morrisons)    Mrs Baldwin (staff) 

13th Prize A Christmas Bottle      Sue Smith 

14th Prize A Tin of Belgium Biscuits     Mrs Auty (governor) 

15th Prize Two Tickets to York Dungeon     Tom Roberts (ex pupil) 

16th Prize Family Tickets to Skipton Castle     Lukas (pupil) 

Home Made Christmas Cake (by Mrs Baker (thank you)) -  Winner Mr Dave Phipps (staff) 

Christmas fair 

A huge thankyou to everyone, pupils, staff, parents and visitors for supporting the Christmas 
Fair.  Thankyou to pupils for bringing a bottle to school on dress down day.  To parents and 
local companies for the generous donations , to staff and parents for setting up and running 
the stalls and to all the visitors for supporting us on the day.  So far we have raised over £1000 
and still have the money from the raffle and silent auction to count, THANK YOU. 

PRIZES WERE GENEROUSLY DONATED by: MORRISONS WETHERBY, SAKS-WETHERBY, ST ANGELOS               
RESTAURANT, CASTLE HOWARD, BEAMISH MUEUM DURHAM, YORK DUNGEON, NORTH YORKSHIRE 
MOORS RAILWAY, THACKRAY MEDICAL MUSEUM, SKIPTON CASTLE.—THANK YOU! 

Above:  Mrs Taylor and Mrs Bradbury    Mr Lynch on the Enterprise stall              Past pupils catching up 



Dates for Your Diary 

More Christmas Pictures 

               @stjohns4thedeaf 

College Holidays 

Please note Sixth Form students follow 
the holiday year set by York and Askham 
Bryan colleges, sometimes these differ to 
St John’s.   

Askham Bryan closes 15th December,       
reopens 8th January (3 weeks). 

York College closes 22nd December,      
reopens 8th January (2 weeks). 

22nd December     - School closes 12.30pm for Xmas Holidays 

8th January           - School reopens  

26th January         - School closed for TRAINING DAY 

12th February       - School closes for half term holiday 

19th February       - School reopens 

29th March            - School closes12.30pm for Easter Holidays 

16th April              - School reopens 

7th May                  - School closed for May Day Bank Holiday 

25th May                - School closes for half term holiday 

4th June                 - School reopens 

22nd June              - School closed for TRAINING DAY 

20th July                - School closes  12.30 pm 

3rd September      - School reopens 


