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 Arts Award Students at Playhouse 

Year 10 and 11 Arts Award students 
had an exciting trip to The West 
Yorkshire Playhouse in January. We 
had an early start as the coach 
picked us up at 9am for the 10am 
showing of Roald Dahl’s The     
Witches. What a performance! The 
multi-talented performers could 
sing, dance, play several instruments 

and act! This was a great opportunity for the students to see professional          
performers show the variety of skills needed for such a production. The costumes 
and set, all made at the Playhouse, were bright and eye-catching, and the special 
effects brilliant – making us jump out of our seats on a couple of occasions. 

Following lunch we participated in a workshop especially designed for our         

students by the Playhouse staff. They were friendly and gave us lots of               

information on how they create plays in house. The activities were fun and every-

one got involved. We made freeze frames of key events in the story; used props 

and costume to show how we can develop characters; learnt about how            

performance skills are essential for telling a story, and used lines of script for a 

mini performance in small groups. We returned exhausted, but with the promise 

of more work with the Playhouse staff on the horizon excited about the things to 

come.   



Page 2 

 

Transition News 

Such excitement this half term as we are finally able to get outside and really enjoy our sensory garden. We 
have been experiencing going under trees and sitting on sheep (not real ones!) 

One of the favourite pieces of equipment so far is the water fountain which we can touch even though it’s 
really cold! On the really cold days recently it froze up altogether, it was very beautiful. 

Soon we will be planting flowers, vegetables and herbs which will help to provide colour and smell to our 

experiences. 

Science 

In science Thomas and Haider have been 

finding out about materials and their prop-

erties. They have been busy making hous-

es for the three little pigs. 



Please save your Sainsbury’s vouchers for us! 

Marys Meals is a charity whose 

mission is to give every child one 

school meal per day in the      

developing world.  Encourging 

education that can lift them out 

of poverty in later life.  We fed 

13 children each day for a year 

by raising £158.60. 

Thank you to everyone who   

supported this. 
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Mary’s Meals 

In and Around School 

School absence policy 

If your child is unable to   

attend school for any reason, 

please telephone the school 

office as soon as possible.  

The earlier the better,    

preferably before 8.30 am, 

you can leave a message on 

the answer machine.  This 

will help us to re-organise 

staff rotas.  Thank you! 

World Book Day Celebrating 20 Years 

We will celebrate World book day on Friday 3rd March with lots of book based activi-
ties to look forward to. It will also be an opportunity to dress up as your favourite au-
thor or character from a book. £1 donation going to a local children's reading support 
group. 

Rewards and Recognition  

Merit Stamps Tyler Lee-McIntyre has been awarded the most merit stamps in Key Stage 3 for the month of December and 

Finn Knaggs got the most in January.  Merit stamps are awarded for following our Golden Rules, effort in 

class and other positive contributions to everyday life at St John’s.  We are very proud of him and as a reward 

he is allowed to wear his own clothes to school for a day.  Well done Tyler and Finn!  Hollie Wallbank was 

awarded the most merit stamps in Key Stage 4 for the month of December and     January.  We are very 

proud of Hollie as a reward she has been presented with two certificates and £20 in cash.  Well done Hollie!   

 Maths 

Stars 

For December and January 
were Mia Allam and Finn 
Knaggs, well done both of 
you 
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Sporting News 

St Johns regained the Panathlon Boccia 

Trophy for the 3rd year in a row after  

beating Royal Derby School 3-1 in the final. 

Both of the St Johns teams reached the 

semi final after finishing top of their 

groups. The team of Finn Knaggs, Leandro 

Doherty and Solomon Lonsdale overcame 

the disappointment of losing in the semis 

with a thumping win in the 3rd/4th play 

off. Well done to the winning team of 

Mqhele Ndebele, Julian Lawton and Haider 

Ali, who won a gold medal. 

St Johns junior football team were narrowly beaten on penalties in the National Deaf tournament held in  
Derby. After topping their group with three wins the team of Macauley, Tyler, Finn, Mqhele and Alex were 
pipped to the post by the eventually winners Derby. The senior boys also fielded a team in the competition 
but came up against some very strong opposition managing one win, two draws and one defeat but           
unfortunately this wasn't enough to go through to the next stage. 

Boccia—Champions Again! 

Derby Deaf Football 

St John’s football team and Finn Knaggs in action 
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On 24th January, Victoria was chosen to be a model at the York 
College Hair and Beauty competition, held at the Knavesmire 
racecourse, York. She really enjoyed the experience and had 
her photograph taken by a professional photographer for the 
York Press which is on their website and on the wall in college. 

Peter has started working at Ashton Joinery and   Building again every 
Tuesday to gain work experience. He contacted them independently 
which showed great self-motivation. No wonder they wanted you back!  
What a great attitude.  See photo on the left. 

.Jack has passed his 

Health & Safety test 

which is an essential 

part of his course 

performing           

engineering          

operations. Well 

done Jack (pictured 

on the left) 

Post 16 News  

On Wednesdays, Jack has been 
trying different outdoor sports as 
part of his course. He has been 
Snowboarding, Climbing and Sky-
walking to mention a few. As you 
can see, this takes great courage 
and determination. Brilliant! 

He has also completed a successful 
travel training exercise from college 
to Cumbria which will lead to   
greater independence  

Model Pupil 

Work Experience 

Lara is doing her Work Experience at 
Deepdale Community Pre-School. She 
spends every Friday there and goes on 
Thursday in between school lessons. 
She has settled in very quickly and is 
enjoying being “one of the team.”  

Other Successes 

The Friday evening footballers 

have donated £200 and the   

Boston Spa Scout group have 

donated £250. The Sixth Formers 

also had a cake sale which raised 

£60. This means that a new    

carpet/curtains and paint for the 

walls have been ordered. 
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Post 16 Fundraiser 
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Care Review 

It has been another busy half term in the care groups. 
Children have been out in the community engaging in 
Tae kwondo, badminton, football, rainbows, bowling, 
shopping etc. 

Within school we have had pool competitions, a      
badminton tournament, 5 a side training and matches 
in our gym.  We have also been engaged in baking       
evenings, movie nights, film appreciation, theatre trips, 
and more. 

We have also had visits from the local scouts and guide 
troops which were hugely successful. 

Once again the pupils have 
voted overwhelmingly to 
stage another Talent Show. 

Ripon group met in the  
drama room to watch last 
year’s show which was a 
real success. We can’t wait 
to see what acts there are 
this year. 

Our Post 16 pupils visited Keighley play-
house to launch the start of their theatre 
club. 

They enjoyed a terrific night of drama and 
comedy as they experienced the wonder 
of live theatre. 

Noel Coward’s ‘Private Lives’ has been a 
classic for 87 years and has something for 
everyone including sparkling dialogue, 
slapstick, witty repartee along with a more 
serious look at the human condition. 

We can’t wait to see how they enjoy their 
next show which will be Richard Bean’s  

“One Man, Two Guvnors” 

This trip is scheduled for early March 

What’s been happening in Care? 

St John’s Got Talent Noel Coward Play 

Our Post 16 students have made a presentation of their plans to revamp 
their recreation rooms. New decoration and layout are on the cards along 
with new games and equipment.  

The pupils did LOADS of baking and had a brilliant cake sale which raised 

over £60 – WELL DONE! 

Lots Going on….. 
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Some Pictures From Residential 

Badminton Tournament 

Table Tennis 

Our Resident Rainbow 

Pool Competition 

Local Scouts Visit 

       Julian and James did some baking 

1st Thorner Guides Visit 



Dates for your diary 

Open Day 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

17th February       - School closes for half term holiday 

27th February       - School reopens 

7th April                - School closes12.30pm for Easter Holidays 

24th April              - School reopens 

1st May                  - School closed for May Day Bank Holiday  

26th May               - School closes for half term holiday 

5th June                 - School reopens 

23rd June              - School closed for TRAINING DAY 

21st July                - School closes 12.30 pm 

               @stjohns4thedeaf 

Church Street 
Boston Spa 

S T  J O H N ’S  C A TH O L I C  S C H O O L  F O R  T H E  D E A F  

Phone: 01937 842144 
Fax: 01937 541471 

www.stjohns.org.uk 

Open Day for Prospective Parents 
TBC  4th May 2017, 11.00 am—2.00 pm 

Families are warmly invited to visit our centre of 

excellence in the oral education of Deaf & MSI children 

 See specialist teachers and their strategies for teaching deaf and MSI children 
 Observe lessons and talk to pupils and staff 
 Speak to our audiologist and speech and language therapists 
 Tour the primary, secondary, sensory & residential areas 
 Experience an oral environment which encourages speech and lip reading 

Contact Mandy Dowson to book on 01937 842144 

School Trips 2017 

Our Year 10 students will be heading off 
to Rome on 9th to 12th May 2017 for four 
action packed days of sightseeing and        
culture (and ice cream and pizza) with    
Mr Lynch and Miss Dowson 

7th European Friendship Week 

 

The Ear Foundation Teenz Summer Residential 

Sunday 23 July to Saturday 29 July £275.00 per young person 

St John’s School for the Deaf  

This residential is for Cochlear Implant Users aged between 11 
and 16 years old.  It is run by the European Association of 
Cochlear Implant Users and The Ear Foundation, Nottingham.  
It provides the opportunity to meet other deaf young people 
from all over Europe.  It’s an action packed, fun, 
friendly week away.  Please contact                           
rachel@earfoundation.org.uk or call 0115 942 
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