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On Friday 13th October, hundreds 
of people packed into Leeds’s 
New Dock Hall for the seventh 
annual Yorkshire Children of  
Courage Awards. Attendees      
included famous names such as 
Leeds United legend Eddie Gray, 
Paralympic wheelchair athlete 
Hannah Cockroft, Olympic       
gymnast Nile Wilson and former Huddersfield Giants rugby league player Eorl  
Crabtree. But there was no doubt as to the real stars of the show – the award    
recipients themselves, 10  children who have faced up to daunting challenges with-
out fear or expectation of favour. Winners including St John’s school for the Deaf 
pupil, Finn Knaggs, who was given a special recognition prize in the event’s 13 to 18 
age category. Finn was left with profound sensory neural hearing loss and complex 
epilepsy after contracting pneumococcal meningitis at seven months old. But he 
refuses to let his disabilities hold him back and has flourished through his love of 
football,  table tennis and sporting competitions organised by the Panathlon     
Challenge charity. The teenager’s mother Kim said: “When Finn was ill as a baby 
the doctors told me his body was essentially shutting down and there wasn’t much 
hope. The experts later said they weren’t sure whether he would be able to walk. If 
only they could see him now, either at Panathlon competitions or booting a ball 
over the fence into our neighbour’s garden 10 times a day!” Friday night’s event 
was organised by St James’s Place Wealth Management and raised money for the 
company’s Charitable Foundation.  The awards were presented by Christine Talbot 
from ITV’s Calendar news programme.  This article was taken from the Yorkshire 
Evening Post—Read more at: http://www.yorkshireeveningpost.co.uk/news/Finn 
was also filmed in school by Leeds TV, the video link is https://
vimeo.com/238202257  Well done Finn, we are really proud of you. 

A night of cheers and tears as Yorkshire’s  
bravest young people are saluted 

https://vimeo.com/238202257
https://vimeo.com/238202257
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Summer retreat at Thicket Priory 

Just before the summer holiday year 8/9 went to Thicket Priory for a retreat morning.  Thicket Priory is a 
Carmelite Monastery that moved to York in 1955.  A community of ten nuns live the Carmelite life in the  
tradition of St Teresa of Avila.  The sisters are aged between 30 and 80 and live prayerfully in harmony with 
the beautiful surrounding nature.  They have a large traditional Victorian garden where they grow fruit and 
veg and they sell altar breads and linens as a means of supporting themselves.  Father David Murray also 
went along and all the pupils asked the Carmelite sisters interesting questions about their life as a sister,  
living in an enclosed convent.  It was a lovely morning of quiet reflection and prayer. 
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Arts Award trip to Salts Mill and David Hockney’s gallery 

COM MU NITY  V OI CE 

To give them a context for their work we took a trip to Salts 
Mills to visit Hockney’s 1853 gallery and his exhibition ‘The 
Arrival of Spring.’ Hockney had celebrated his 80th birthday 
only days before our visit and as a result Gallery 2 had also 
been dedicated to some of his earlier work. 

The pupils loved seeing the work that had inspired their own 

creations, and have enjoyed learning about a local artist who 

clearly loves his roots in Yorkshire.  

In Arts Award lessons last term pupils were exploring the work of a variety of artists.  We looked at the work 
of David Hockney, more specifically his work on the natural landscape of his home county, Yorkshire.  Pupils 
sketched the woods and the hedgerows around the school grounds focusing on detail and shape. Following 
this they created beautiful felted pictures of their favourite view. 
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Meet our governing body 

Our Governors are a very committed group of people who work with the Head Teacher and staff to achieve 
an excellent education for all our pupils.  Their duties are varied:  by law they are responsible for the         
finances of the school, so they work with Mrs Taylor to agree extra spending like new security gates, double 
glazing and smartboards. 

The staff have recently presented details of their work in the Science department to Governors, so that   
Governors know how much progress pupils are making, and what efforts are made to help them learn this 
important subject.  Governors have also learned about the sixth form provision at St John’s School, and The 
Chair of Governors will be visiting pupils at one of our partner colleges and also the sixth form residential 
department in the coming months 

When new staff are appointed, there is always a Governor on the interview panel.  Governors can also be 
contacted if parents feel unhappy with the way a complaint has been dealt with by the school.  They come 
into school as often as they can.  Being a school governor is voluntary work, so many already have a job   
during the day.  Even so, many of them get to the important school events, like the Christmas Mass or Easter 
production.   

Mrs Anne Winfield is our Chair of Governors.  Anne is passionate about spreading 
news of the excellent education we provide at St John’s.  Anne has a great deal of 
knowledge and experience in education.  She has held a number of senior roles in     
Catholic high schools and took early retirement from her headship in a Catholic high 
school in Rotherham.  Anne chairs the Governors’ Teaching and Learning Committee. 

Mr Terry Forbes is a foundation governor. Terry ran his own successful business for many 
years and was a Trustee of the Diocese of Leeds. Terry is a member of the Governors’ Fi-
nance Committee and is our link with senior officials at the Diocese.  

Mrs Barbara Auty is the Vice-Chair and also the Child Protection Governor.       
Barbara’s professional life involved working as a senior Human Resources        
Manager in a national children’s charity.  As a parent of young people with special 
educational needs, Barbara has a great deal of understanding in this field and sits 
on SENDIST tribunals.  Barbara chairs the Governors’ Human Resources            
committee.  

Mrs Marie Lynch is a foundation governor.  Marie is a member of the Teaching 
and Learning and Finance committees. Marie worked for Leeds City Council,  
managing large regeneration projects across the city. 

Reverend David Arblaster is a foundation governor and the Governor responsible for 
Safeguarding. David is a deacon in St Aeldred’s Church, Harrogate and works with the  
parish priest to support the spiritual and pastoral care of his parishioners.  He was the 
director of student services at Leeds Met University for 9 years until his recent early     
retirement. David is a member of the Human Resources and Chairs the Community Care 
committee.  
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Meet our governing body 

COM MU NITY  V OI CE 

Mr Graham Myers is a foundation governor.  He was the Business Manager of a very 
large Catholic high school and chairs St John’s Governors’ Finance Committee.  He 
brings a great deal of knowledge about the national changes in education and has 
been involved with the forming of a Catholic School Academy. 

Mrs Jackie Peacock is a staff governor.   Jackie works in the school office.  She          
prepares and distributes the termly newsletter and manages correspondence with    
parents and LAs.  Jackie is a member of the Premises, Grounds and Health & Safety 
committee. 

Mrs Sandra Barlow is a teacher governor.  Sandra is a teacher at St John’s with     
responsibility for the provision of pupils with multi-sensory impairment.  Sandra is a 
member of the Teaching and Learning Committee. 

Mr Geoff Riley is a parent governor.  His commitment to our school is rooted in his   
experience of having a daughter who attended St John’s. Geoff was a senior lecturer in a 
very large FE college before taking early retirement. He is a member of the Teaching and 
Learning Committee and Premises, Grounds and Health and Safety Committee.  

Mrs Ann Bradbury BA (Hons) MSc NPQH Head Teacher, Ann joined St Johns in 
2004 after working as Head of a sensory and language impairment service in a local 
authority in London. 

We always welcome suggestions, feedback and ideas from parents, carers and the wider school community. 
Please contact the Chair of Governors, Mrs Anne Winfield chairofgovernors@bostonspa.org.uk 

How to Contact the Governing Body 

There is currently a vacancy for a Foundation Governor. 

mailto:chairofgovernors@bostonspa.org.uk
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We are joined this term by Joshua in Primary, Joshua and Zara in 2LF, Andrew 
11MC, Matthew and Alex in Sixth Form, it’s always nice to see new students 
in school, welcome! 

Sadly we say goodbye to Miss 
Webster, who has coached and 
led many St John’s pupils to     
victory in all sorts of sports     
tournaments over the last 9 years.  
Also to Mrs Rowe, who had 
worked at St John’s for 11 years.  
Goodbye and good luck.  

Welcome back and hello….. 

New students 

New staff 

We also have a number of new staff, Miss Fisher, Mr Haynes, Miss Hegarty, Mrs 
Jennings, Mr Snape and Ms Mabbott.  We also have a new Speech and Language 
Therapist, Mrs Wild, to work with Primary (1SB) Transition (3SB) and 2LF.       
Welcome! 

Mrs Wild 

Good bye and good luck 

Congratulations 

To Mr Wilson and family on the 
arrival of a new baby girl, born 
30th July 2017. 

Also to Mrs Asante who had a 
baby girl on 3rd October.   

Congratulations and best   
wishes. 

Congratulations to Mr 
Alden who got  married 
on Saturday 7th  October,  
we hear it was a fabulous 
day. 
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St John’s on-line 
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Matt’s E-Safety blog On line protection Overshare 

What is Overshare? 
 
It is easy to share things online that you wouldn't face to face. Some of the 
most popular sites and apps are designed to enable people to share           
information,   pictures and videos. This is part of their popularity but it can 
make it easy to share things we later regret. Think about the information in 
the public domain today and think about it still being in the public domain in 
decades from now, is it still ok with you? 
 
What are the risks? 
 
 Once information has been shared online, particularly pictures and videos, you can never be sure 

who has seen it, saved it or shared it. 
 Personal or embarrassing information in the wrong hands can lead to bullying. 
 Knowing that others have seen embarrassing things about them can cause stress and anxiety, and 

affect a child’s confidence and self-esteem. 
 Unwanted information online could affect educational and job opportunities later in life. 
 People with a sexual interest in children can use personal information online to work out if a child 

might be vulnerable or ways to attempt to groom them. 
 Sharing images, particularly sexualised images, can increase the likelihood of a child receiving        

inappropriate sexual contact from strangers online. 
 
Do you know what your children are sharing online?. Talk about safe sharing and what apps our young peo-
ple have access to.   Again if you have any concerns in this area please contact us.  
 
Till next time Take care Matt Wilson CEOP Ambassador 

Our new website 

St John’s are happy to announce we’ve recently launched a new website.   

It’s the same address www.stjohns.org.uk but it has the most up to date school news and         

information on it.   

There is a new Parents section, featuring a calendar of events, term dates, letters and lunch menus.  

You can also find our most up to date policy documents on here too. 

Ofsted parent views 

OFSTED have introduced this national web-site to collect a snapshot of parents’ views about every school. 

We would love you to add your views about St John’s School for the Deaf . Please visit the web-site above 

by clicking on the link on our school website. We would really welcome your views. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Online-grooming/
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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Some school charity fund raising events 

Once again, the pupils and staff made a fantastic effort 
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support by     
holding a coffee morning.  Mrs McAleer and pupils   
organised a staff raffle, a children’s raffle and they held 
a cake sale at morning break on Thursday 28th         
September.  We raised a fabulous £133, many thanks 
again for all your support, it’s an amazing amount. 

Great North Run to support St Gemma’s Hospice 

Mrs Hobbs, Design Technology teacher 

held a staff bun sale in school and 

raised a grand total of £80 for the   

Alzheimer's society.   

Mrs Hobbs also recently completed a 

Memory Walk in aid of the charity and 

raised £102 (do you recognise which 

soap star was there too?) 

Thank you again to everyone who gave 

donations and bought buns. 

Macmillan cancer support 

Joy Wade, our Audiologist recently took up running and  decided to 

put it to good use by entering the Great North Run to raise money 

for St Gemma’s Hospice, Yorkshire.  

Joy said she had a fantastic day, her 

official time was 2h 41 minutes and 

she raised an amazing £366.  Well 

done Joy and thank you to all the well 

wishers and sponsors. 

Cake sale and Memory Walk for the Alzheimers Society 
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Merit stamps awards Key Stage 3 and 4 

Maths Star of the month—September 

The first maths star of the year was awarded to Andrew in Year 11,       

well done! 

Pupils are working hard and doing a variety of accreditation courses-

Functional skills at Entry level ,AQA Entry Level and GCSE. 

Al l  pupi ls have a MATHLETICS login. 

www.mathletics.com 

Doing mathletics little and often can boost your child’s 

maths performance and confidence. 

A Scientific calculator is essential for pupils working  

towards GCSE . 

The calculator to buy is a Casio fx-85GT plus. 

Congratulations to Lara for achieving a C 

in her Science exam. Fantastic result 

and well deserved. 

Well done everyone 

At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day 
for working hard in lessons, following our Golden Rules and for 
making other positive contributions to our school.  Prizes are 
awarded for first and second place across key stage 3 and 4.   
Hollie was awarded the most merit stamps for the month of   
September and Jack gained second place. 
 
As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school 
for a day, they have been presented with a certificate and £10 
and £5 respectively each in cash.  Well done to both of you, we 
are very proud!  

Data Protection and your rights 

St John’s School collects and uses data for a variety of purposes about staff, students and other individuals 

who come to school.  In collecting and using data the School complies with the requirements of the Data Pro-

tection Act 1998 (The Act) that governs the processing of personal data, and with the European Council Regu-

lation on Data Protection, April 2016 (The Regulation). 

Full details of our Data Protection Policy can be found on our website at www.stjohns.org.uk .together with 

detail of the rights of staff, students, parents and other data subjects, how to request access to personal   

information and how to make a complaint.  If you need any further details on this, contact Mrs Bradbury. 

http://www.mathletics.com
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Post 16 News  

On 6th October some Sixth Form students visited the UK University and Apprenticeship Search Fair at Elland 

Road. This was a huge exhibition space full of Universities, Apprenticeship providers and higher education  

institutions. We attended seminars on Students Finance, UCAS applications, life at University and Higher     

Apprenticeships. Megan, Lara and James found the experience extremely helpful. 

Matthew and Rory picked and arranged flowers 

at college. They are beautiful and must have 

been a lovely surprise for both your Mums.  

Elland Road University and  

Apprentiship Search Fair 

Flower power 

On World Mental Health Day, there were Self-esteem and Laughter 
workshops at York College. These were run by Victoria Cook (a TV   
comedian/actor) 

The aim was to find out how to improve good mental health and     
well-being by learning about positive thinking, communication       
techniques and the power of body language. 

James really enjoyed the session and though it was very helpful. 

World Mental Health Day 



Birthday celebrations 
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Residential Fun 

A few of the students enjoyed a game of bowling 

at ‘The Hut’.  Everyone chose their own names 

and Mrs Lenehan won! (Mia – who is a ‘Bars and 

Melody Fan’) closely followed by Long time Paris 

(Lily) and Shazamsink (Mqhele).  We had a great 

time! 

Bowling 

The group celebrated Johns 16th birthday, with lots of 

cake of course! 

Barnsley Metrodome 

First trip of the school year! We went  to Barnsley   

Metrodome.  A large leisure centre with a waterpark, 

bowling alley, fitness centre and café. 

Treasure hunt round school Table tennis tournament  



Dates for your diary 

FUNDRAISING                            Christmas fair 25th November 

It’s that time of year again, when we have 
our annual plea for helping the Friends of     
St John’s raise money for extra trips and 
treats for the pupils. 

Can we ask for donations of bottles for the 
tombola and hampers and raffle prizes 
please. 

We will also be selling our luscious       
Christmas and sponge puddings again.  They 
make a lovely gift and are priced at £6 each 
or 3 for £15.  Available to buy from the 
Christmas Fair or contact the office. 

St John’s Catholic School  

         for the Deaf, 

Church Street, Boston Spa 

Christmas Fair 
Come along to our Christmas Shopping event on 

Saturday 25th November 2017 

10.00 am – 1.00 pm 

We have a wide range of stalls selling handcrafted and unusual gifts, 
including 

Luxury Christmas Puddings , homemade jams and cakes 

Jewellery, Health & Beauty Gifts,  

Christmas decorations, Christmas cards and stationery 

Home wares and Hand Knitted gifts 

Raffle and Bottle Tombola 

You can enjoy just browsing, or relax with a bacon sandwich,  

or coffee, cake and mince pies,  

whilst the children are entertained with craft activities  

               @stjohns4thedeaf 

College Holidays 

Please note Sixth Form students     follow 
the holiday year set by York and Askham 
Bryan colleges.   

Some of the Sixth Form will be at college 
23rd to 27th October and 9th to 13th April 
when the rest of St John’s is on half term. 

Askham Bryan closes 20th October,       
reopens 6th November (2 weeks). 

York College closes 27th October for half 
term, reopens 6th November 

(Other than half term and Easter, all other 
term and holiday dates are the same as the 
rest of the school). 

 20th October          - School closes for half term holiday 

30th October          - School reopens 

24th November      - School closed for TRAINING DAY 

25th November      - Christmas Fair 

22nd December     - School closes 12.30pm for Xmas Holidays 

8th January           - School reopens  

26th January         - School closed for TRAINING DAY 

12th February       - School closes for half term holiday 

19th February       - School reopens 

29th March            - School closes12.30pm for Easter Holidays 

16th April              - School reopens 

7th May                  - School closed for May Day Bank Holiday 

25th May               - School closes for half term holiday 

4th June                 - School reopens 

22nd June              - School closed for TRAINING DAY 

20th July                - School closes  12.30 pm 


