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The Bishop of Leeds Visits St John’s
A highlight of 2018 already was a visit by Bishop of
Leeds, The Right Reverend Bishop Marcus Stock. A
number of children gave presentations about what it
means for them to be deaf, describe life at St John's
and the chance to ask questions.
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School Chaplain at St John's, Reverend David Murray,
introduced Bishop Stock to the assembled students
and staff and a number of young people then took to
the floor to give presentations on their experiences of
being deaf, their ambitions for the future and what they think of St John's. It was
then Bishop Stock's turn to answer questions from the audience.
Our Head Teacher Ann Bradbury said: "We were delighted to welcome The Right
Reverend Bishop Marcus Stock to the school. The children very much enjoyed
meeting the Bishop and having him answer their questions.
"The children's presentations were a wonderful way of helping Bishop Stock learn
more about St John's and more about the children and their experiences of
deafness."
Our school supports children of all faiths and provides specialist residential and
day school placements for young people who have sensory and communication
needs. It is one of only two schools in the UK who offer an oral communication
method in supporting pupils.

Student Council choose new form names
Most students thought it would be a good idea to rename our form
groups. Our theme was “someone who has made a difference”. The
changes are:The Glenn (formerly 1FM) After Evelynn Glennie a Scottish
profoundly deaf percussionist who performed at the London Olympic
games.
Nightingale (formerly 2LF) After Florence Nightingale, the founder
of modern nursing.
Rainbow (formerly 3SB) After Bernaar Rainbow, a fellow of the
Royal Society of Arts for his work in music, and founder of a charity
which supports childrens music projects throughout the UK.
Gilbert (formerly 9/10 VF) After Matt Gilbert, the only professional
deaf rugby player.
Edison (formerly 11MM) After Thomas Edison, the Americal deaf
inventor who invented the light bulb.
Keller (formerly 11MC) After Helen Keller, writer and political activist,
the 1st deaf/blind person to earn a BA degree.
We hope you like the new group names we have chosen.
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Arts Award
Teaching Experience
11 Keller wanted to pass on some of the skills they developed over the past few months during their
Hockney inspired project.
The Rainbow group were invited to take part in a student led teaching session all about colour, texture and
fun!

This was a great success. 11 Keller were fantastic in passing on their skills to the Rainbow group calmly and
with care to ensure they understood what they were to do. The interactions between the students were
lovely to see and as you can see, a lot of work was generated in a short space of time.

Hello and goodbye
Welcome to Richard Hawes, our new School
Maintenance Manager. Richard has 15 years experience
of looking after schools in the Leeds area.
Sadly we say goodbye to Mrs Fellows, who has been at St
John’s for four years, goodbye and good luck, you will be
missed.
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Arts Award
Arts Exhibition

11 Keller wanted to share the work they have completed over the 2 years of their Arts Award course.
Looking at the work displayed on their tables it is amazing to think of what they have covered, on top of
visits to the theatre, Salts Mill gallery and other enrichments activities.

Their progress in terms of skills development and confidence was clear to see. They proudly prepared their
tables, displaying their work for all to see. They happily chatted to their invited audience about the artists
they have studied, the different projects they have embarked on and what they thought was their best
work.
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Arts Award

The feedback comments from everyone show how much their work
was admired, and will be excellent evidence for their moderation
folders of how they shared their arts experience.
The photos here show school governors, Reverend David Arblaster,
Barbara Auty and Geoff Riley looking at the art work, as well as
other members of staff appreciating the exhibition in the Central
hall.
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Arts Award
9/10 Gilbert Graffiti
No, this is not a negative story!
This term the Gilbert group are exploring the art style of graffiti. They have so far learned about how this
emerged from the hip hop culture of the 1970s, the link to break dancing; how tagging started, and about
the more famous graffiti artists such as Banksy.

We hope to develop this project onto a larger scale creating large graffiti boards which will be displayed in
school. We also hope to widen their experience by working with an artist who specialises in their area, and
perhaps even try out some break dancing in the summer term – watch this space!
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School News
CEOP’s Blog—Live Streaming
How to help keep children safe when live streaming.
What is live streaming?
Live streaming is the broadcasting of a video in real-time. It is highly appealing to children
and young people as it presents the chance for them to be a creator, a presenter and to
be seen by an audience. You can broadcast anything you are doing across the world
without delay or edit.
What are the dangers of Live streaming.
While live streaming enables children to increase their confidence and explore their interests, the attention
from others may not always be so positive. As Live Streaming is ‘In the moment’ children
can often do things on impulse without thinking of the consequences. Often offenders
online will use flattery or trickery to manipulate children into doing things they wouldn’t
do in ‘real life’.
How can you help your child stay safe online when live streaming.


Stay involved in their internet use. Talk openly about what your child is doing online. Who they are
interacting with and what new things they have discovered?
Check privacy and safety settings. Check the settings on live streaming apps to
ensure that only people they know can view their profile.
Make sure your child knows where to go for support and where to report. Remind
your child that they can always talk to you or another trusted adult if they are
worried. You can report any issues directly to the App or platform they are using or
report it to CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection ). Look for the logo- click CEOP




Safer Internet day was on the 6th February- there are some great resourses
for parents on the web so take a look.
This year the message was Create, Connect and Share Respect – A better
internet starts with you!
Matt Wilson CEOP Ambassador.

Wharfe Valley Learning Partnership—What is it?
The schools in the area have a long established practice of working closely together within the Elmete
Partnership of schools and services (EPoSS) Family of schools. Nine of these schools (including St John’s
School for the Deaf) took this collaboration further in January 2014 by setting up a Wharfe Valley Learning
Partnership (WVLP). This enables the schools to remain independent but also work together to come up
with the best outcomes for pupils. Mrs Bradbury is part of the WVLP and has sent one of their newsletters
home, so that you can see what they’ve recently been up to. More detail can be found on the school website www.stjohns.org.uk
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Sixth Form News
Class Act
Matthew (right) took part in a theatre production with
his inclusive theatre group ‘Fuse’ at York university with
150 people in the audience. It was a big finale to a lot of
rehearsal with his local group, Manor Farm Youth Club
in Tadcaster and they came together with groups from
Skipton and Richmond for the final production
If you want to know about the group the website
address is http://www.fusetheatre.org.uk/

Onwards and Upwards
Lara has had a conditional offer to study Nursing at
Sheffield Hallam University and another from Hull.
Megan has also had two conditional offers to study
Drama and Film Studies, one from the University of Hull
and one from York St Johns .
James C had has a conditional offer from the National
College for High Speed Rail for several different appointments as a High Speed Infrastructure Technician.
Well done, we’re really proud of you all!

York College Student of the Month
James D (left) delivered a presentation to his group
on what it is like to be deaf. It was so well received
that he was awarded student of the Month at York
College for January, well done James.

Learner Driver
Lara (right) recently
passed her learner
driver theory test,
well done.
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Ripon Review
The Ripon care group have been very busy this half term. The group have had a table tennis tournament,
been to the pantomime, tasted exotic fruit, baked and visited a pudding parlour!

Students took part in a very competitive table tennis tournament. It was close, but the
Well Done Lily! The photos above show Pete, Miles and Mqhele with Lily.

winner was Lily!

Aladdin Panto at the Carriageworks

Ripon group went to the Carriageworks theatre, in the Millenium Square, Leeds to watch a post Christmas
pantomime, Aladdin. A good time was had by all!

Delicious puddings at Kasper’s
Desert Restaurant, Leeds!

Staff and pupils enjoyed a
treat!
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Some Pictures From Residential
Local PCSO visits school

Students sampled exotic fruits during a visit from the local PCSO’s Emma Leighton and Geoff Nottingham.

Practical skills
Residential
pupils
have also been busy
learning
some
practical skills, John
and Mqhele (right)
assembled some new
shelves for Ripon and
Hollie (far right) did
some baking.

Hollie—Social Media Guru
Do you know your Twitter from your Instagram?
Your Whatsapp from your Snapchat? If not then
you need a session with Hollie, St John's very
own social media guru! Hollie gave a fantastic
and informative presentation to our staff (many
of whom were brought up watching Blue Peter
rather than YouTube). There were lots and lots
of questions, and the group found Hollie's
session really useful. Hollie will give the same
presentation to other staff groups at St John's in
the near future.

2017/18 - ISSUE 3

Page 9

Rewards and Recognition
Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4
At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day for working hard in lessons, following our
Golden Rules and for making other positive contributions to our school. Prizes are awarded for first and
second place across key stage 3 and 4. Josh was awarded the most merit stamps for the month of December and Haider gained second place. Haider got the most merit stamps for January and Tyler came second
(pictured below)
As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day, they have been presented with a
certificate and £10 and £5 respectively each in cash. Well done to all of you, we are very proud!

Maths Star of the Month
The maths star of the month for December was
awarded to John, Year 11, and in January it was
awarded to Tyler, year 9. well done!c
Just to remind you all pupils have a MATHLETICS login.
www.mathletics.com
Doing mathletics little and often can boost your child’s
maths performance and confidence.
(Tyler photo above and John right)

Ear Foundation Climbing Day for Teenagers
On Saturday 27th
January
the
Ear
Foundation
organised a climbing
day for teenagers at
the Climbing Depot
in Nottingham. Mia,
Holly, Jack and Miles
went along and met
up with Pete, a Care
Worker from St Johns
for a great day
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Past Pupil News
Teacher Training
Adam, a past pupil at St John’s is at York College now on placement from
Huddersfield University, where he is doing his PGCE (The Postgraduate
Certificate in Education (PGCE/PGCertEd)). He will be at York College until
the end of the academic yea, teaching A level photography and level 2
creative media. Congratulations Adam.

Past Pupil Re-Union

Last Saturday a number of past pupils visited St John’s, some came from as far away as Ireland and
Scotland. Staff who have been here a long time will remember them (they left about 15 years ago!) Below
are some details of what they are doing now. All spoke very highly of St John’s and their experiences here,
and all believe they have achieved what they are doing today as a result of their education at St John’s.
Jack Sturdy, Andrew Udall, Rebecca Farquhar, Richard Beattie, Donna Cross, Charlotte Wayt
(Mrs Baldwin in the middle!)
Jack is married to Charlotte Riley (past pupil) and they have a little girl.
Andrew lives in Matlock and he is a Creative Director at a hairdressers.
Rebecca lives in Skipton, she has a four year old daughter. Sadly Rebecca’s mum passed away a few years
ago. She still lives at home with her dad.
Richard runs his family business at the Coffee Yard in Northern Ireland
Donna lives in Leeds, she has two children and runs her own mobile dog grooming business
Charlotte has a BA in Childhood Studies. She has three children and works with Deaf/blind children in
Scotland.
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What’s on 2018?
Reminder Secondary Parents Day
Saturday 3rd March 2018, 1.00—4.00 pm
Unlike many high schools we do not have an appointment system on the parent’s afternoon.
Instead you will be able to spend as much time as you need to talk to each of the staff.
This is a valuable opportunity for you to meet with teachers who work with your child and also their speech
therapist.
We hope you will be able to attend and look forward to seeing you.

8th European Friendship Week
The Ear Foundation Teenz Summer Residential
Sunday 22 July to Saturday 28 July
St John’s School for the Deaf
This residential is for Cochlear Implant Users aged between 11
and 16 years old. It is run by the European Association of
Cochlear Implant Users and The Ear Foundation, Nottingham.
It provides the opportunity to meet other deaf young people
from all over Europe. It’s an action packed, fun, friendly week
away. Please contact

School Trips 2017
Our Year 10 students will be heading off
to Rome on 15th to 18th May 2017 for
four action packed days of sightseeing
and culture (and ice cream and pizza)
with Mr Lynch and other members of
staff

rachel@earfoundation.org.uk or call 0115 942 1985

Dates for your diary

@stjohns4thedeaf
9th February

- School closes for half term holiday

19th February

- School reopens

29th March

- School closes12.30pm for Easter Holidays

16th April

- School reopens

7th May

- School closed for May Day Bank Holiday

25th May

- School closes for half term holiday

4th June

- School reopens

22nd June

- School closed for TRAINING DAY

20th July

- School closes 12.30 pm
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Church Street
Boston Spa
Phone: 01937 842144
Fax: 01937 541471

www.stjohns.org.uk

