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We were very grateful that Father
David Murray could be with us this
year and was able to lead the
activities on the final morning. We
were also very pleased to have
Father John Newman join us as our
local parish priest and good friend of
St John's.

Community Voice

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

Our Theme this year has been 'Jesus
calls us to build a better world'. This
linked with our efforts this term to
raise funds for different good causes
both at a local and global level. Staff,
pupils and visitors came together in
music , acting and craft to remember
Jesus' life and reflect on His example,
so that we may build a better world.

We have held different assemblies
and activities each day of the week.
We started the week with a contempory look at how Jesus calls people to
follow him in present day society.
How He calls us through baptism.
We have had craft, planting and food
activities and all pupils and staff
groups joined in. The acting, singing
and service was very enjoyable and
memorable, thank you to Mrs Conway and Miss Murray for organising
this.

C O M M U NI T Y V O I CE

Holy Week

As you can see from the photos, everyone in school participated and got engrossed in the Holy Week Assemblies and crafts. Happy Easter from all at St Johns.

Head Teacher Wins
“Best Article of the Year” Award
In November 17, Mrs Bradbury had an article published by the British
Association for Teachers of the Deaf (BATOD). It focused on how St
John’s supports deaf students with additional language impairments to
enable them to achieve academic success and prepare them for
employment and further study.
The article used case studies of two of our sixth form pupils and won the
award for best article of the year.
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Charities for Lent
Post 16’s Trio of Prizes
Post 16 chose to support Martin House for
charity. Care worker, Sylvia Hare kindly
donated a delicious home made Simnel
cake where you had to guess it’s weight for
£1. There were also jars of valentine
sweets and Easter chocolates where you
had to guess how many items were in the
jars. James D won the Easter Treats and
Mrs Simpson (right) won both the Easter
sweets and cake (she did share the cake
with staff though and it was delicious)!
£40 was raised, thank you everyone.

Cup Cake Sale for CAFOD
On Friday 17th March Hollie, Alfie ,Jack, Mrs McAleer and Mrs Conway had a cake sale in school to raise
money for CAFOD (Catholic Agency For Overseas Development) their chosen Lenten charity. Year 11 pupils
made chocolate crispy cakes “to die for” in the group.
Everyone who bought a cake helped make a difference to someone in a poorer country. The government is
doubling any donations raised for CAFOD . We raised £45 which means it was £90. This money will help buy
a toilet for a community.
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It’s For Charity….
9/10 Gilbert chose Martin House Children’s Hospice as their charity to collect for during Lent.

There was a competition to name the Easter lamb.

Staff were queuing up to have their cars washed after the bad weather. They raised almost £100!
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In and Around School
Charity Car Wash Sell Out

And finally on the last day of term Finn opened
a stall with lots of goodies that he has made
especially to raise money for this great cause
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After School Curriculum
Diversity Role Models Workshop

As part of our work in PSHE and RE we
Invited a professional group called
‘Diversity Role Models’ into school to
work with the sixth form and the year
11 students.
Their workshop sessions aim to stop
bullying before it happens by educating
young people about difference, stereotypes and the misuse of language.
The role models shared real life stories
which the students listened to with
great interest and respect. The workshop activities were engaging and everyone, staff and students alike, agreed
that it had been an excellent evening
where we had all learnt something new.

Art work in felt
The Maths and Art Departments have
been working together to reinforce
symmetry through butterflies. The
work carried out by Nightingales shows
how they developed their felted art
work alongside Maths. They created
colourful pieces that show their understanding. Well done Nightingales.
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CEOP’s Blog
Internet Safety
Online gaming
Online gaming is a great way to have fun, it can encouraging teamwork and developing skills, but what
games are our children playing online. Here are a few things to be aware of:






Get involved by finding out what type of games your child enjoys and making sure they’re appropriate for their age
Some games let children play and chat with anyone in the world. This
means they might come across offensive language and bullying.
Not everyone online is who they say they are. Children should avoid
giving out personal details that could identify them or their location.
Some games encourage players to buy extra elements during the game
– children have been known to run up huge bills without realising.
In extreme cases bullying, also known as ‘griefing’, can be used as a tactic to win games. Children may
find themselves either bullying or being bullied.

Advice to keep your child safe whilst online gaming
Joining in playing games with your child is a great way to have fun, find out what
games your child is playing and ensure the age rating (PEGI) is suitable.
Find out what type of games they prefer playing, role-play games, sports games,
strategy and quest games or first-person shooter games.
Ask who they play with online, who they meet and talk to, and what kind of language is being used in live
chat. Gaming sites often have ways of reporting abusive chat and excluding anti-social players. Make sure
your child knows how to do this.
For younger children, change the settings on your tablet or smartphone to ‘airplane’ mode. That way, they
can play the game offline without making accidental purchases or connecting with someone they don’t
know.
Make sure you and your family agree what games can be played and that children understand why some
games are allowed and others aren’t. Agree how long they’re allowed to play for.
Teach your children to protect themselves – remind them not to share personal information and to keep
gaming friends in the game only rather than adding them to their other social networks.
Read each game’s advice for parents and play the game yourself to help you understand more about how the game your child is playing works and its appropriateness.
If you have any concerns over your child’s internet safety you can report to CEOP
Matt Wilson CEOP ambassador.
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Post 16 Care Group News

P16 wanted to share a
few photos and captions
about what they have
been up to in their spare
time. It has been a particularly cold February
and March, due to the
inclement weather front
nick named “The Beast
From the East”, but we
made the most of it.
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Ripon Care Group News

Pancake making on Shrove
Tuesday with Lily and students

Celebrating Holly turning 16!

Making the most of the snow, sledging down Windmill Hill, Bramham

Happy 15th Birthday Julian
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Making buns for one of the fundraising events

Our Dorothy for World
Book Day
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Post 16 News
Taking a bus ride by Ibrahem
A short item from Ibrahem about his first experience of independent travel – he and Josh went on a
shopping trip to York, which turned out to be quite an adventure as they got on the wrong bus and ended
up travelling via Harrogate (let’s be honest, we’ve all done it!)
“We went to the York shop, me and Josh. When I was walking I saw the bus. We ran fast but bus don’t
stop. We missed the bus and I am fed up. We wait for bus will arrive about 15 mins. Finally the bus come
then ready go Harrogate. We relaxed talk and some to sleep long. But just wake up worried because we
were in the wrong place! We asked the bus driver where is the York bus. He said wait until 12.15. At last
we got to York.
What was difficult? Some difficult numbers on the bus but needed
the right bus.
What did you learn? I want to learn how to communicate using
speech. I need to write as well.
What was the best part? A weird girl followed us. It was funny! I
like to look round shop. It very expensive clothing and smart and I
have dinner at McDonalds. This was good.”
Thank you Ibrahem, for sharing this, I can just imagine the scene!

Class Act
Megan did a performance of Extracts from Classical Theatre at
Bedern Hall on the evenings of 19th and 20th February.
Megan performed two pieces, an extract from As You Like It by
Shakespeare which was a signed performance and an extract
from Antigone by Sophocles. Megan has had a number of
successful University interviews and has decided to study Drama
and Film at Hull University. Fabulous!

Happy 18th Birthday Rory
Rory’s mum sent him a birthday cake in with
a difference for his 18th! It’s a family joke!

Hollywood Comes to Boston Spa
Last week the stars Keira Knightley, Ralph Fiennes, Matthew Goode
and Matt Smith were spotted shooting scenes for a movie called
Official Secrets in the village of Boston Spa. Knightley was seen
running to a car and photos also emerged of her on-screen church
wedding to US-based Israeli actor Adam Bakri. It’s a political
thriller—watch this space.
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Rewards and Recognition
Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4
At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day for working hard in lessons, following our
Golden Rules and for making other positive contributions to our school. Prizes are awarded for first and
second place across key stage 3 and 4. In February, Zara was awarded the most merit stamps and Macauley
gained second place. As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day, they have
been presented with a certificate and £10 and £5 respectively each in cash. Well done, we are very proud of
you! (see below for photos)

Year 11 Pupil of the Month
This month we introduced
a year 11 pupil of the
month award and this was
won by Hollie Wallbank,
Hollie was presented with
£5 cash. Well done! (see
right)

Maths Star of the month
The maths star of the month for February
was awarded to Julian, Year 10.
In March it was awarded to Leandro, year 5
for effort in maths and trying so hard to tell
the time. well done!
Just to remind you all pupils have a
MATHLETICS login. www.mathletics.com
Doing Mathletics little and often can boost
your child’s maths performance and
confidence. (see right)

Functional Skills Passes
We are very pleased to report that Suriya,
John, Lily and Andrew have all passed
Functional Skills Entry 3, Well done!
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Dates for your diary
Year 10 Rome Trip

Not long to go now….

Not long to go until our annual trip to Rome (Tuesday 15th
May). This year Mr Lynch, Mandy, Nurse Kate and Mr
Alden will be accompanying year 10 pupils on a four day visit
to Rome. The aim of the visit is to gain an appreciation of the
historical, cultural and spiritual aspects of this unique city
The accommodation will be bed and breakfast at Fraterna
Domus which is in the historic centre of the city,
flying from Manchester airport to Ciampimo, in Rome.
The group will be visiting St Peter’s , Piazza Navona, Pantheon, Campo di Fiori,
Coliseum, Victor Emmanuel II monument, Trevi Fountain and La Bocca della Verita
(Mouth of Truth) as well as sampling lots of pasta, pizza and ice cream.

Dates for your diary
29th March

- School closes12.30pm for Easter Holidays

16th April

- School reopens

7th May

- School closed for May Day Bank Holiday

25th May

- School closes for half term holiday

4th June

- School reopens

22nd June

- School closed for TRAINING DAY

20th July

- School closes 12.30 pm

31st August

– School closed for TRAINING DAY

3rd September

- Schools reopens

ST JOHN’S C ATHOLI C SC HOOL FOR THE D EAF

Church Street
Boston Spa
Phone: 01937 842144
Fax: 01937 541471

Www.stjohns.org.uk
A SEN Specialist School

@stjohns4thedeaf
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