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St John’s School Receives “Good” Care Rating
School is celebrating the results
of its latest inspection by
regulator Ofsted.
We were praised by Inspectors
who found pupils and students
make “excellent progress socially”
which leads to improved selfesteem. Overall the school’s care
provision was found to be “Good”
in all areas.
The report highlights a whole
range of positives found by
inspectors during their visit, particularly around the school’s role in supporting pupils to
increase their confidence and life experience, helping them move successfully into further
and higher education.
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It also noted the “outstanding” support provided by the School Nurse who, it states, is
“passionate about developing the pupils’ and students’ independence”.
Inspectors noted in the report that during their time at the school pupils and students’
academic achievement improves and consequently, by the time they reach 16 they are
“well equipped with academic and social skills to successfully access local colleges. They
then go to university, take on apprenticeships or gain employment.”
Improvements could be seen in pupils’ confidence and social skills, life opportunities,
emotional well-being and communication skills, they said.
One student told inspectors: “The staff are amazing. They have helped me pass my driving
theory first time and gain a place at university.”
The report also noted praise from parents including one who told inspectors: “The school
is excellent. My child has grown in confidence. Plus, they are amazingly happy there.
Head Teacher Ann Bradbury said: “We are naturally delighted with these positive findings.
As a team we’re so proud of the achievements the children at the school make and are
thrilled they have been recognised in this way.”
The school’s Head of Care David Phipps added: “We’re extremely proud of the progress
our pupils make and how that helps prepare them for moving towards adulthood and
independence. We’re here to prepare children for lives away from St John’s and to help
them have the confidence and tools to succeed in life, no matter what their difficulties.”
The Full report can be found on our website www.stjohns.org.uk

Year 10 Have an Amazing Time in Rome….
Mr Lynch, Mr Alden,
Mandy and Nurse Kate
went on a four day visit to
Rome with pupils; Finn,
Tyler, Macauley, Alex,
Julian, Sol and Mqhele.
They stayed in the heart of
Rome in an old monastery
which is now a hotel run by
sisters. More details inside.
C O M M U NI T Y V O I CE

Our Montage of Rome
Our pictures (left to right) are of St Peter’s
Basilica—the worlds largest church building,
Pantheon, Piazza Navona, Monumento Naionale
a Vittorio Emanuelle II and presenting flowers to
one of the sisters at Hotel Fraterna Domus.
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Science Challenge
Students across all classes have recently taken part in the creme
egg challenge - who can make the tallest tower that will support a
creme egg? Some excellent designs and tall structures were seen.
The winning class this year was Edison (seen on the right). Well
done to them and to all the students for their brilliant team work
when completing the challenge.

Pictures from around the whole school, including
Primary, Secondary, Sixth Form and Miss Fox and Mr
Alden! Well who wouldn’t want to win a creme egg?
Thank you Mrs Scott for organising.
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CEOP’s Blog—Update
Internet Safety
Online Safety
As we are nearing the end of the year for many Students (year 11 and our 6th Form Department). I thought
a quick round-up of topics looked at over the year might be good.
Early in the year Snapchat was our focus with particular emphasis on the Snapchat
map feature which allows followers to track individual’s whereabouts. Please
encourage pupils to activate “Ghost mode” in their settings. Remind your child never
to give out their location to strangers or meet up with people they don’t know.
Our next focus was on “Overshare” and how much information we actually share online. Please remind you
child to limit the amount of information they share online. Once personal photos and videos are uploaded it
is hard to stop them being shared by others.
In the New Year we looked at Social media and live streaming. While social media is a huge part of society
now, it is important to know who is in contact with your child and what they are sharing online. Remind
them that not everyone is who they say they are and that friends are people they know in the “real world”.
Lastly we took a look at online gaming and the safety concerns surrounding them. It is important we know
what types of games our children are playing online and who they are in contact with. Many games have
chatroom facilities leaving children open to online bullying.
Next time we will look at how best to limit your child’s internet access.

If you have any concerns over your child’s internet
safety you can report to CEOP, Look out for the CEOP
button (opposite) or visit www.ceop.police.uk
Matt Wilson CEOP ambassador

Lent Fundraising Update

Last month we reported that the Gilbert
group chose Martin House Children’s
Hospice as their charity to collect for
during Lent. They did a staff car wash,
had an Easter stall and sold lots of cake.
They raised a total of £150 and Bhranti
Naik, Community Fundraiser for Martin
House came into school to meet pupils
and receive the cheque. Thank you
everyone, a great outcome.
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Post 16 News
Megan in the Spotlight
Below are some photos of Meg appearing in the L3 Diploma in Performing Arts final year production. The
show is the modern version of the morality play, Everyman updated by Carol Ann Duffy. Megan plays several
roles including the Head of Worldly Goods (being held in Everyman's arms telling him that he can't take her
with him to beyond!) Encore!

Re-Cycling!
During half term some of the students in P16 spent time re-cycling some old bicycles and although not yet
road worthy for public use, have had some fun taking part in "Le Tour de St.John’s Boston Spa" in the school
grounds! Lyla, Demi, Catherine, James and Ibrahem can be seen “racing” below.

Cinema Trip
Some of the students went to the cinema to see the new
Marvel Film "Avengers Infinity War". They had a fantastic
night. Picture of Rory on the right.
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Post 16 News
P16’s Chosen Charity
Three of P16 students visited Martin House with a
cheque for £40 which they raised during the Easter Term. They spent some time looking at various
aspects of the home and enjoyed talking with the
staff at Martin House. P16 have decided that
Martin House will be their chosen charity and are
in the process of collecting items for the Martin
House Hospice Shop in Boston Spa. If you have
any old clothes or bric a brac, please send them
to school, as the shop needs restocking. Demi,
Lyla and Jack pictured left.

Beetle Drive and Fish and Chip Suppers
A good time was enjoyed by students when we had a Pie and Pea Supper
followed by a Beetle Drive (not cars). It was a fast moving event, noisy and
lots of laughter. The outright winner on each game was Peter.
A relaxed evening went down well with the students enjoying Fish and
Chips, washed down with a can of cider and having a TV Viewing night

Nice to See You Jonathon
A former post 16 student who is now at York University studying
business at degree level came in to school to help his old school friend
James to put the finishing touches to his level 3 engineering project.
Thanks Jon (on the right).

Note Taker, Greta Retires

Note Taker Greta is retiring soon after almost 14 years
with St John’s. She had a lovely surprise when she was
given a lovely bird bath made by the stonemasons at
York College as a leaving present. All the best Greta.
Seen on the far left with some of her colleagues.

2017/18—ISSUE 5

Page 6

Rewards and Recognition Update
Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4
At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day for working hard in lessons, following our
Golden Rules and for making other positive contributions to our school. Prizes are awarded for first and
second place across key stage 3 and 4. In March, Macauley and in April, Alex was awarded the most merit
stamps and Julian and Sol gained second place. As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to
school for a day, they have been presented with a certificate and £10 and £5 respectively each in cash. Well
done, we are very proud of you! (see below for photos)

Maths Star of the month
The maths star of the month for April was awarded to Finn, Year 10.
Well done! (see right)
Just to remind you
www.mathletics.com

all

pupils

have

a

MATHLETICS

login.

Doing Mathletics little and often can boost your child’s maths
performance and confidence.

Functional Skills Passes
We are very pleased to report that Suriya, Kye passed
Functional Skills Entry 3, Well done!

Full Steam Ahead for Pete
At Easter we said “good bye”
to Pete Stevens, Residential
Care Worker. After eight
years at St John’s Pete has
changed careers to be a
Steam Train Engineer in the
Peak District. All the best.
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Welcome to New Pupil
This May we had a new
pupil, Peter. Peter has
joined the Nightingale
group and we hope he will
be very happy here.
Welcome.
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Dates for your diary
Free Professionals Open Day
Journey of the Deaf Child - Creating the Environment to Succeed
We will be hosting a free one-day educational conference for professionals on June 15th 2018 at the school. The
event will explore what can be put in place to help a young deaf person succeed in education and outside of school.
The programme will feature Melanie Gregory, Chairman of the Ear Foundation who will present on Education and
Opportunities for Young Deaf People while creating the best environment for learning – audiology, speech and
language and teaching working as one will be led by Catherine Baldwin Assistant Head , Harriet McPhee, highly
specialist speech therapist, Joy Wade, Educational Audiologist, all from St John’s School.
Destinations available to deaf young people at 16, technical education and apprenticeships and how support is funded
for different options will be the topic of Martin McLean the Education and Training Policy Adviser (Post-14), at the
National Deaf Children’s Society.
Other topics will include "The case for residential education for deaf children" and "Creating life-long resiliency in deaf
and hard of hearing children".
The day will begin at 9.30am and be completed at around 3.30pm. Lunch and refreshments will be provided.
Places are limited. To reserve a place contact Dawn Shaefer on dawn@shaeferpr.com. Or call school.

Term Dates
16th April

- School reopens

7th May

- School closed for May Day Bank Holiday

25th May

- School closes for half term holiday

4th June

- School reopens

22nd June

- School closed for TRAINING DAY

20th July

- School closes 12.30 pm

31st August

– School closed for TRAINING DAY

3rd September

- Schools reopens

ST JOHN’S C ATHOLI C SC HOOL FOR THE D EAF

Church Street
Boston Spa
Phone: 01937 842144
Fax: 01937 541471

Www.stjohns.org.uk
A SEN Specialist School

@stjohns4thedeaf
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