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The Term of Reflection and Celebration
“A Very Special School”
On 13th June we had our annual Leavers Assembly, for pupils in Year 11/Sixth
Form and staff. The Mass was attended by School Governors, past pupils and
Rowan Morton-Gledhill from Leeds Diocese. Rowan wrote the following article,
which I think sums it up perfectly: “St John's Catholic School for the Deaf bid fond
farewells to 6th formers and to four members of staff who are leaving the school
with a Mass celebrated by their School Chaplain Fr David Murray, who is Chaplain
to the Deaf and Hearing Impaired in the Diocese of Leeds.
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ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

The children and young people took a very active role in the Mass, which was
attended by the whole school, staff and parents as well as the leavers' families,
filling the school chapel to capacity.
During the bidding prayers, the children described Mrs Conway, Mrs Barlow,
Greta and Sarah as having selflessly devoted themselves to the education, care
and spiritual welfare of the children and young people they have taught and
supported. Fr David thanked God for all those who make the school such a special
place, describing their work as a 'vocation'.
Head Teacher Ann Bradbury also warmly paid tribute to the four teachers and
support staff who have worked at the school for a combined period of more than
a century! As well as commending her colleagues, she also congratulated the
living proof of their accomplishments at the school: the final year students, who,
as ever are all going on to jobs, apprenticeships or university.”
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Church Street, Boston Spa, LS23 6DF

A centre of excellence for pupils with
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A Fond Farewell...
This is always a sad time of year when we have to say goodbye to students who are leaving St John’s. Our Year
14’s are moving on to a mixture of further and higher education and employment. They are a wonderful group
and we are sorry to see them go. Good luck everyone and please remember to keep in touch, we’re really
proud of you and how far you have come. Our Sixth Form College Roundup shows you what these wonderful
students are going onto, but here are a few more snapshots.
Peter came to St Johns in
2011. He is a star joiner
and plasterer and started
an apprenticeship in June.
He is also proud of passing
his driving test and is now
saving up for a bigger car!

Lara started in 2010. She says
her biggest achievements are
passing Maths and Science GCSE
and doing work experience in
Spain. Lara is leaving to go to
Sheffield Hallam University to
do Adult Nursing.

Lauren has been here for
eight years. She has
passed Level 2 and 3 in
Animal Care and is
currently working at an
Activity Centre in
Cumbria.

Jack has been here for three
years and completed Light
vehicle maintenance course.
He is hoping to get an
apprenticeship and says his
ambition is to work on the oil
rigs.

Tia came when she was 10
and has completed both
Hospitality and Equine
courses. She is hoping to
work with horses and her
ambition is to be a head
groomer at big shows.

Megan has been at St Johns for
16 years and is going to Hull
University to read Drama and
Film. She says she will miss St
Johns but take great memories
with her. Look out for her in
the movies!

James has been here for 13
years and achieved GCSE or
equivalent in seven subjects and
Level 3 Engineering. He is
hoping to get an apprenticeship
or job in engineering or go to
University.
Some past pupils also came to
the leavers assembly, it was
great to see you. Left to right,
Liam, Jonathan, Louis, Alice,
Victoria and Bailey.
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Interfaith Week
This year during our Inter-Faith week we had a visitor to help us learn about the Sikh religion. Mr Singh brought
different artefacts for us to look at and hold whilst he explained what it means to follow the Sikh religion. Some
students had been learning about Sikhism in their RE lessons but everyone, including the staff, learnt something
new and enjoyed meeting and talking with Mr Singh.
Mr Singh thought the pupils were amazing and felt very welcomed by our community and is looking forward to
hosting a group at the Gurdwara in Bradford next academic year.

Mrs Conway Gets a Medal From the Diocese

In June Mrs Bradbury and Mrs Conway attended
the Head Teachers Mass at St Anne’s Cathedral in
Leeds. Mrs Conway was surprised but delighted to
be presented with a Diocesan Medal and Certificate
for long service. Mrs Conway is retiring in September after 37 years at St Johns. We wish her all the
very best, she will be missed.

Past Pupils Come Back to School
Past pupil’s Emma Knight and Liam Norman visited St John’s with Emma’s
daughter Jessica to look at our secondary and residential provision for
when Jessica makes the transition to secondary school.
After completing a course at York College in 2002 including carpentry and
tiling, Liam now works at East Lancashire Deaf Service as a maintenance
team leader.
Emma left St John’s in 2005 after completing a childcare course at York
College and now works as a community welfare officer with East Lancashire Deaf Service.
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School Art and Craft Projects
Father’s Day Gifts
In Primary pupils created a gift for Father's Day for
someone special who cares for them. They made a mosaic pattern working carefully with the shapes.

Boston Spa Gala Have a Temporary Home on School Field
The Boston Spa gala was held on our field on 9th June, this
was a temporary move from the gala’s usual location at
Stables Lane in the village, as contractors were due to start
work there.
It was a fun filled day, enjoyed by children and adults alike.
St Johns were delighted to be able to help the gala out, as
it’s previously supported us. Last year it funded the bat
pipes in the sensory garden and here’s a photo of Mrs
Barlow testing them out! Thank you!

Ampleforth Students Visit
A group of 6th formers from Ampleforth College visited school to gain an insight into life at St John's for
young pupils. This linked with a project with Joshua’s family, which involved helping to develop part of an
old convent into accommodation for people with Down's syndrome or learning difficulties. They visited
the Glen department and were warmly welcomed by Joshua himself. They had a brief tour of the classrooms and the Sensory Garden followed by a question and answer session with Mrs Conway.
We look forward to seeing students from Ampleforth again.

School Trustees Visit
On 27th June the Bishop of Leeds, Reverend Marcus Stock and the Diocesan Trustees visited St John’s.
Some of the Trustees are new to their roles and were keen to learn about our work and how they can
support us.
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Arts Award—The Great Graffiti Project
Year 9/10 have been exploring the topic Graffiti and from their research created their own personal tag in
spray paint. This was done outside in glorious sunshine and was a lot of fun.

2017/18 ISSUE 6

Page 5

Y11’s Leavers Week
This time of year is always a mix of pride at seeing our year 11 students mature
into wonderful young people, and sadness as they move onto the next stage in
their educational journey.
Mrs Conway, Mrs McAleer and Helen Keedy after many meetings had the
privilege of spending time with Year 11 during Leaver’s week. The group had a
busy few days after their hard work and completing their exams.

The week began with a trip to Flamingo Land. It was a very hot day and enjoyed
by everyone.
After a change of plan Tuesday was a shopping
trip to the White Rose Centre followed by
McDonald’s lunch in Harrogate.

We then went to visit Fr. David Murray at St Robert’s where
we were able to spend a quiet time reflecting and praying.

The highlight of the week was the leaver’s meal in a private
room at Sant Angelo’s Wetherby. The group looked stunning in their prom attire and we all felt very proud of them.
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Y11 Prom Night
We had a lovely meal followed by music chosen by staff and pupils.

We finished off the evening with Prom
awards for each individual.

Thursday they again excelled themselves in the assembly where
staff and parents felt very proud of their achievements. Year 11
surprised Mrs Conway with a song and presentation of gifts to
celebrate her 37 years service and to say goodbye to her too. It
was an exhausting week but we are sure one they will remember.
We thank all the staff and parents for their support during this
week.

Life Guard Arbaaz
Arbaaz Has completed his NPLQ
(National Pool Lifeguarding
Qualification). He can now be
employed as a life guard in any
sports centre. Congratulations!

Mr Hall Passes Out
Congratulations to Mr Hall, a former
member of staff who left St John’s to join
the Navy. He has now had his passing out
ceremony and will continue his submariner
training as a weapons engineer. We wish
him well.
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Newsbeat
The Inn Crowd
Ex pupil, Gareth, is one of the young people learning
the ropes at the country’s most smallest Premier Inn.
Despite having only three bedrooms, it’s fully
functional. Erected at Derwen College in Oswestry, it is
a training base for young people with learning
difficulties. The aim is to put students through their
paces before offering them a full time job with Premier
Inn. Gareth has also taken ownership of his own home
this week, 10 minutes away from his family. Well done
Gareth. (Article taken from Gareth’s local newspaper,
thank you for sharing).

Professionals Open Day 15th June Feedback
St John’s recently held a free educational conference bringing
professionals in deaf children’s services together. Alec Shelbrooke,
MP for Elmet and Rothwell, opened the event and delegates from all
across the UK gathered to hear from speakers including Clare Allen of
the Ear Foundation and Martin McLean of the National Deaf
Children’s Society.
Speakers from the school including Joy Wade, Educational
Audiologist, Catherine Baldwin, Assistant Head and Harriet McPhee,
Specialist Speech Therapist spoke on how a range of support can be
combined to help create an environment where children can learn
and thrive. Head of Care at St John’s David Phipps and his team were
joined by Jack, a pupil, at the school, who spoke to delegates about
why residential educational support can be particularly beneficial for
deaf young people, particularly in gaining independence skills and engaging with peers.
We had some amazing feedback; “Thank you very much—it’s been a pleasure to hear about the wonderful
things going on in school.” “A very informative day, thank you, lovely friendly welcoming staff, listening to
the young people gave me a lump in my throat, they’re amazing!” “It was interesting and thought
provoking—providing ideas and strategies that can be used in the future. The school is a very special place.
Staff are so open and welcoming and the atmosphere was incredibly supportive.”

Calling all PTA Buddies
Dear all, when we get back in September, I’ll be looking
to start organising the Christmas Fair. This consists of
advertising, sourcing raffle prizes and other donations
for stalls. If you have any ideas, contacts (who would
donate a prize in exchange for advertising) or donations please contact Jackie or

Email jpeacock@bostonspa.org.uk Thanks.
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A Note From the Office
Please note anyone visiting school needs to
come to the office at the front of the building,
to sign in and collect a badge. This is for the
security of pupils and staff and to ensure we
know who is in the building at all times. If you
are simply dropping off or picking up a child
from another part of school, but not coming in,
you don’t need to go to the office. Thanks.
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Back to School...
Uniform Reminder
Over the summer holidays many of you will be buying new uniform, just to remind you our uniform code
which was agreed by our School Council is:Navy Blue School polo and sweatshirt (available from the school office, priced £8 to £15.50 depending on
size). Smart navy, black or grey trousers (not jeans type) or skirt. Flat black shoes, not trainers
Standard PE Kit (see below)—Pale blue polo shirts , short or longsleeve (can be bought from George at Asda
or similar) Plain black or navy blue shorts, optional plain black or navy blue jogging bottoms.
Alternatively, school PE kit with school logo on can be ordered from the Office (prices from £12 to £28.50).

Arts Award Project
In Art Pupils have been
exploring the Austrian
artist Gustav Klimt. They
learnt that the artist liked
drawing and painting
women. Some of them
wore hats. They created
their own head piece
using only paper. Well
done everyone.
They also created a mixed
collage piece of work
using recycled materials.

Happy Eid
The school would like to send our kind wishes to our Muslim friends at this very important
time. We hope you had a Happy Eid to our Muslim pupils, parents, teachers, taxi drivers
and escorts, many of whom have been fasting for the month of Ramadan.
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Ripon Care Group Summer News Round
Ripon have had a lovely but busy summer term with the year 11’s studying for their exams and preparing for
Post 16, but we had lots of fun as well - from enjoying the hot weather outside, to going to see Leeds Rhino’s!
It’s been a term full of memories!

Catch Me If You Can!

Thanks to a very generous donation from
one of our parents, the Ripon Group went
Go-karting followed by
McDonalds . A
massive ‘Thankyou’. They had an amazing
time and wanted to do more laps! John
had the fastest lap time! Well done John!

Title

A cheeky Nandos!

Marching on Together!

The Ripon group went for a lovely meal at
Nandos at the beginning of Term.
We had lots of fun training with the footballers
from Leeds United.
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Ripon Care Group Summer News Round
Year 11 Leavers Week—In Ripon!
This year we said ‘Goodbye’ to our year 11 students; Andrew, Alfie, Hollie, Lily, Mia, Jack, John, Miles, Iqra and
Suriya
They had a lovely Leavers week where they visited Flamingo Land, White Rose and St Roberts, where they met
with Fr. David Murray. They had a short reflection on their time at St John’s and shared their special memories
with one another. The Leavers ‘Prom’ took place at St Angelo’s in Wetherby. The year 11’s certainly scrub up
well ! Everybody looked fantastic and had a great time! A huge ‘Thankyou’ to Lily’s mum who came in and
gave all the girls a make over. It made the day even more special!

At the end of the leavers meal, everyone was given a sash with their
prom name on. Iqra and Suriya were crowned prom King and Queen.
A fantastic night was had by all!
Have a great summer holiday and we’ll see you next term!
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Awards and Achievements 2018
Mathletics
Maths Stars for May and June 2018 were Elly and
Peter. (see below).

Entry Level 2 Maths Macauley. Well done!
Reminder to pupils, if you are bored over the school
holidays, you can access your Mathletics account!

Awards 2018
Most Merit Stamps
Haider

Behaviour Awards
for those with no red comments
Joshua, Zara, Leandro, Alex, Mqhele, Sol

Attendance Awards
for those with three or fewer days off
Thomas, Leandro, Julian, Sol, Sachini, Iman

Glen Award
Gracie

Rewards and Recognition
Joshua has been awarded the most merit stamps for
the month of May and Haider got second place. Zara
got first place for June and Haider second. Merit
stamps are awarded for following our Golden Rules,
effort in class and other positive contributions to
everyday life at St John’s. As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day.
They have also been presented with a certificate and
£10 for first place and £5 for second place. Well
done to all of you, we are very proud!

Rainbow Award
Christian

Nightingale Award
Joshua

Gilbert Award
Tyler

Communication Award
Sol

Well done….

Dates for your diary
3rd September

-School re-opens

29th October

-School closes for half term holiday

5th November

-School reopens

23rd November

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

24th November

-Christmas Fair

21st December

-School closes 12.30pm for Christmas Holidays

7th January

-School reopens

25th January

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

25th February

-School closes for half term holiday

4th March

-School reopens
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@stjohns4thedeaf
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