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Nurse Kate wins the 2018 NASS Award for
Outstanding Impact!
St John’s School Nurse Kate won a
prestigious national award for her work
in supporting young deaf people’s
mental health.
Kate Adams was shortlisted as a finalist
in the Outstanding Impact category of
the National Association of Special
Schools Awards, held in Grantham on
11th October.
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She was shortlisted for her work in
developing support structures and plans to help St John’s young people with their
physical and mental health needs, which can be complex.
Nurse Kate developed a programme framework which enables school staff and
external mental health professionals to collaborate effectively for the benefit of the
young people. Her work to increase understanding and management of mental
health and improve the support of students’ mental health needs has had a
profoundly positive impact.
Head Teacher, Ann Bradbury, said: “Kate’s work has helped us understand and
support the young people’s mental health within school and this has had a
profoundly positive effect, not just for the students themselves, but also for the
staff team who feel better prepared and more able to support them effectively.
This award is testament to Kate’s dedication and hard work here at St John’s”.
Nurse Kate said at the ceremony “We are delighted and humbled to have been
presented with the Outstanding Impact award, thank you.” Congratulations!

The Most Amazing Care Awards Ceremony
Oh what a night! On Thursday 18th October St John’s held their first Residential
Care Awards. Families travelled from 100s of miles away for the celebration and it
was a truly special evening of glizt, glamour and good wishes. Everyone took time
out from the whirlwind of their daily lives to dress up and celebrate the
achievements of the young residential people at St John’s, and it was heart
warming. Thank you to our Care Team for arranging. More photos inside.
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Residential Care Awards 2018

Left to Right—Everyone, our hosts Hollie and Jack, introduced by Dave, signed by Helen and the winners.

Care Council Member Nominees and Winners

Left to Right—Lyla, Mrs McAleer, James, Julian, Hollie, Mrs McAleer, Miles, Julian

Green Ticket/Significant Achievement—Post 16
Nominees; Catherine, James,
Matthew and Iqra were
announced by Mandy, Miss
Fox and Finn. The winner was
James, seen being
congratulated by host, Josh.

Green Ticket/Significant Achievement—Ripon
Nominees; Mqhele,
John, Andrew and
Lucy. .The winner
was Lucy (see right)
with Petra..

Photos left to right
taken at the “after
party” Uzair,
Ibrahem, Arbaaz,
Catherine, Demi, Iqra,
Lyla and Finn.
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Residential Care Awards 2018
Special Contribution/Giving Back—Post 16
Nominees announced by
Frances were; Uzair, Scarlett
and Rory. The winner was
Scarlett who received her
certificate and prize from
Sylvia.

Special Contribution/Giving Back—Ripon

Student of the Year

Nominees were Jack, Julian
and Finn, the winner was Jack
who received his certificate
and prize from fellow student
Demi.
Photo of Mrs Bradbury, Head
Teacher on the right,
congratulating everyone on a
wonderful, special evening.

There were three categories for Student of the Year, Post 16 , Ripon and Students’ Student of the Year.
Post 16 nominees were; Josh, Ibrahem and Demi, the winner was Demi. Ripon nominees were Alfie, Mia and
Lily, the winner was Lily. Lyla presented these two Awards. Students’ Student of the Year Award went to
Demi and Mr Harrington, Deputy Head proudly presented this award (see photos below)

Post 16

Ripon

Students’ Student of
the Year

Photos left to right, Matthew, Miles and
Mqhele. It truly was an amazing, red
carpet, special night, enjoyed by everyone. Thankyou to the Care Team for
arranging it, to everyone else who
participated, but mostly to the students!
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Arts Award and Music in School
Gilbert Exhibit Their Work
The Gilbert group wanted to share their summer graffiti project with an audience. We called upon our year 6
friends at St Mary’s school to come along and see what they created.
We had a lovely morning. The boys were excellent explaining how their researched the history of graffiti,
who their main influences were and how they developed their skills.
St Mary’s pupils were equally excellent in giving detailed feedback – this is so helpful for the Arts Award
evidence.
Following the tour of their finished pieces everyone bought cakes for the Macmillan Cake sale day, and these
were consumed back in the art room.
Finally all pupils ventured outside for a few games before we had to say goodbye to our visitors.
We love having pupils from other schools visit, and we are always so proud of the way our pupils conduct
themselves and at how wonderful they are as hosts.

Rainbow in Art
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Rainbow Group
Rainbow Learn Life Skills
Cooking

This half term the Rainbow group have been learning practical life skills.

Cleaning

Making Beds

Setting the Table

Followed by a Relaxing Bowling Trip….
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Welcome back and hello…..
New students
We are joined this
term by Edward (see
right) it’s always nice
to see new students
in school, welcome!

New staff

Congratulations
Congratulations to Mrs MacPhie, Speech Therapist, who
had a baby boy, Freddie William on 5th October. Mum,
dad and baby are all well.
Also to Mr Alden, LSA, whose wife had a little boy, Barney
James on 19th October, he was a little earlier than
expected, but all doing well.
And finally to Bobbie from the Care Team who also had a
baby boy, Eli on 24th October.

We have a number of new staff, a new Speech and Language Therapist, Mrs Barlow. Miss Nisbet is the new
teacher working in Rainbow and the Glen and Miss Clarke and Miss Gant are Learning Support Assistants.
We have two new Learning Mentors, Ms Leigh and Mrs Wilson, supporting pupils at York College, along with
Mrs Conway, who has agreed to come back and help the York team out. Mrs Hall, Housekeeper, has
returned to St John’s and is helping out in the kitchens , and we have a new Site Maintenance Assistant, Mr
Thornton. Welcome all! (photos above from left to right).

Celebrating 40 Years Service
Congratulations to Mrs Betty, Housekeeper, who has worked at St
John’s for 40 years. She was presented with a bouquet and gift
voucher from Mrs Bradbury in assembly, very well deserved.
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St John’s on-line
Matt’s E-Safety blog

On Line Gaming

Fortnite

Online Safety
This half term I am going to take a look at the online gaming,
focusing on the highly popular game Fortnite. For those who
have not heard of Fortnite it is an online game where players
fight to be the last person standing. Players build and destroy
structures, collecting items and weapons as they go. Alhough
players can shoot each other with a range of weapons there’s
no gore effect, allowing it a PEGI rating of 12+.
Fortnite - Battle Royal is free to down load on most devices although not on all android devices as yet.
So what are the concerns?
Communication between players – Players can use live chat and messages to contact others this
can lead to cyber bullying.
In-app purchasing – This can allow players to buy items for the game. If your bank account is linked
to a device ensure the account is secure.
Players can become addicted – As with all video games players can become addicted, with Fortnite
you can play along with others making the game different every time and very addictive
Safety options!
Turn off voice chat - via the settings menu - audio tab - Turn off voice chat.
Play the game yourself – As with any game our children play the best way to understand it is to
play it.
Manage screen time – As with all gaming limit the time spent playing. A Battle on Fortnite last 20
minutes so this is a good time frame.
Check security – Check that your account is secure. When directly linked to a bank account in app
purchases and spending can be costly. Using vouchers is a safer option.
Further advice on this game is available form Epic Games – Fortnite help
Any online concerns regarding inappropriate behaviour can be reported
through CEOP @ www.ceop.police.uk
Take Care Matt Wilson CEOP ambassador

Randstad Education Candidate of the Term
Mrs Pirie, PE teacher was presented with a
bouquet of flowers in assembly by Randstad
Education, for being their “Candidate of the
Term”, congratulations Mrs Pirie and welcome
to St John’s.
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Some school charity fund raising events
Macmillan cancer support

Once again, the pupils and staff made a fantastic effort
to raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support by
holding a coffee morning. Mrs McAleer and pupils
organised a staff raffle, a children’s raffle and they held
a cake sale at morning break on Thursday 27th
September. We raised a fabulous £135, many thanks
again for all your support, it’s an amazing amount.

Sixth Form Raffle to Support Martin House
Our sixth form students have once again chosen to support Martin
House, a local charity which provides hospice care for children and
young people. They made five beautiful hampers to raffle off, this
was drawn at the Care Awards Ceremony and raised an amazing
£227. Winners were Mrs Peacock, Mrs McAleer, Mrs Betty and Mrs
Galloway.

Midnight Walk for St Gemmas Hospice
Mrs Pirie, PE Teacher recently completed a 10 mile midnight walk to
support St Gemmas Hospice. See right.

Memory Walk for the Alzheimer's Society
Mrs Hobbs, Food Technology Teacher,
recently completed a Memory Walk in aid
of the Alzheimer’s charity, well done and
thank you.

2 0 1 8 /1 9 – I S S U E 1
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Well done everyone—Update
Rewards and Recognition
Alex has been awarded the most merit stamps for the month of September and
Peter got second place. Merit stamps are awarded for following our Golden Rules,
effort in class and other positive contributions to everyday life at St John’s. As a
reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day. They have
also been presented with a certificate and £10 for first place and £5 for second place.
Well done to all of you, we are very proud!

Maths Star of the month
Maths Star for September was awarded to Peter (see right),
well done!

Entry Level 2 Maths Mqhele . Well done!
Reminder to pupils, if you are bored over the school holidays,
you can access your Mathletics account!

Harvest Time and Food for Thought
Nightingale have been learning about harvest
time in RE and recently learnt about food
banks.
We are putting a box in the chapel and would
welcome any donations which we will take to
a local food bank after the holidays.
Peter has put up some posters around school
to remind everyone what we are collecting non perishable food items, all donations
gratefully received. Thanks.

Five Star Rating
Our care setting had a recent
unannounced inspection by the
Environmental Health Agency
and was awarded 5 stars for
food hygiene.
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Post 16 And Residential News
Goodricke Charity Donation
Suriya, who is on the Hospitality Course at York College has been told that the
Goodricke Charity would like to provide him with an ipad to help him. This
will enable Suriya (seen on the right) to carry out research and take
photographic evidence of his work. Thank you.

James Off to Loughborough University
James popped into college to
say good bye to tutors and
staff before he started at
Loughborough university on
a civil engineering course.
Congratulations and Good
luck James. Left to right with
Mrs Shore, Kye, Mrs
Smithson and Mrs Martin.

Past Pupil Employer of the Month at Loch Fyne
We had a lovely letter from Philip, a past pupil at St John’s/
York College from 2004 to 2013. Philip told us that he got a
job in the “chef team” at Loch Fyne Restaurant in Kenilworth.
He has been there five years, preparing starters and deserts
and has won employee of the month twice. He is moving to
Oxford with his family. Congratulations and thank you for
writing.

Residential Fun
A busy start to the term in Ripon and P16. We have been 10 pin bowling, the winner was Finn! Well done to
Finn. We enjoyed an evening watching the planes taking off and landing at Leeds and Bradford airport finished
off by visiting 'Hawthorne Farm' (just near the airport) for a fantastic assortment of delicious ice cream! We
had our tea at McDonalds followed by a trip to the cinema to see 'The house with the clock in the wall', most of
the students who went enjoyed the film. Last week, we had two minibuses full and headed into Leeds to visit a
favourite haunt 'Kaspa's'. They sell a fantastic selection of mouth watering desserts. As well as this Mqhele and
Julian have been learning life skills, such as sewing on buttons, cleaning shoes, ironing and cleaning their
rooms.
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Nature Watch at St John’s
Hedgehog Rescue
Miss Fox, English and Drama teacher has been watching and feeding a family of hedgehogs
living in her garden, but noticed a couple of babies were struggling. She contacted a
Hedgehog rescue centre who gave her guidance on what to do and eventually she had to
take one of them to Oggles Hedgehog Rescue as it was so little. She’s now doing the same
with it’s brother or sister. This little girl was only 209 grams and would not gain enough
weight in time for hibernation. The sibling is out in her garden every night, it’s slightly
bigger, but still might need taking in before winter if it doesn’t put enough weight on. They
have to be over 650 grams to survive hibernation.
The rescue centre said a lot of the hedgehogs’ first litters died due to the heat wave. They
have had second litters, but are turning them away too early as they are getting ready
themselves for hibernation. Miss Fox will keep feeding the remaining one in the hope that it
fattens up! The students are enjoying seeing the progress of the little hedgehogs.

Woodland Trust Planting Project
Various staff have been talking to Mr Hawes, Site Manager about possible new gardening projects, so he
contacted the Woodland Trust to see if we qualified for a Woodland Trust School Tree pack. They were happy
to help and have donated 420 saplings. Mr Hawes has ordered 210 working wood, which is willow, so we can
make some screen fence and willow arches and also use willow dried for various woodworking projects. Also
105 mixed wildlife trees; Hawthorn, Rowan, Silver Birch, Hazel, Common Oak and 105 wild harvest trees; Hazel,
Blackthorn, Crab Apple, Dog Rose, Cherry and Plum. Mr Hawes and Mr Thornton, Assistant Site Manager, both
have a keen interest in birds of prey and have some interesting pets between them—see below: Left to right: Barn Owl chick, Barn Owl, Goshawk, Peregrine Falcon and Harris Hawk.

Overseas Opportunity For Deaf Young People
Voluntears is a specialised volunteer organisations offering exciting overseas trips for deaf and hearing
impaired young people.
Destinations include Ghana, Nepal and Sri Lanka and involve two weeks working in deaf schools abroad.
The trips offer fantastic opportunities to learn
about other cultures, supported by people
who understand the needs of deaf people.
For more information contact
www.voluntears.info
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FUNDRAISING

Christmas fair 24th November

Friends of St Johns
Need You!

St John’s Catholic School
for the Deaf,
Church Street, Boston Spa

It’s that time of year again, when we
have our annual plea for helping the
Friends of St John’s raise money for extra
trips and treats for the pupils.

Christmas Fair
Come along to our Christmas Shopping event on

Can we ask for donations of bottles for
the tombola, hampers and raffle prizes
please.
We’re also looking to rehome any “preloved” teddies, if you have any bears you
would like to donate for a stall, send
them into school please (preferably
washed!)

Saturday 24th November 2018
10.00 am – 1.00 pm
We have a wide range of stalls selling handcrafted and unusual
gifts, including:Homemade jams and cakes,
Jewellery, Health & Beauty Gifts,
Christmas decorations, Christmas cards and stationery
Children’s stalls, Raffle and Bottle Tombola
You can enjoy just browsing, or relax with a bacon sandwich,
or coffee, cake and mince pies, whilst the children are
entertained with craft activities

Dates for your diary
26th October

-School closes for half term holiday

5th November

-School reopens

23rd November

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

24th November

-Christmas Fair

21st December

-School closes 12.30pm for Christmas Holidays

7th January

-School reopens

25th January

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

22nd February

-School closes for half term holiday

4th March

-School reopens

29th March

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

12th April

-School closes 12.30pm for Easter Holidays

29th April

-School reopens

6th May

-School closed for Bank holiday

24th May

-School closes for half term holiday

3rd June

-School reopens

21st June

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

19th July

-School closes 12.30pm for Summer Holidays

College Holidays
Please note Sixth Form students
follow the holiday year set by York
and Askham Bryan colleges.
Askham Bryan closes 20th October,
reopens 6th November (2 weeks).
Other than half terms, all other term
and holiday dates are the same as the
rest of the school).
Askham Bryan closes 18th February,
reopens 22nd February.

@stjohns4thedeaf

