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2018 Christmas Celebrations
OFSTED Praise St John’s in Recent Inspection

2018 Christmas Celebration Has a World War
Two Theme—Lights, Camera, Action!

Community Voice

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

The inspectors recently visited all areas of the school and also
went to York college. They are very fulsome in their praise of
the skill and dedication of all our staff which has such positive
outcomes for young people. I hope you will enjoy reading their
findings. Mrs Bradbury, Head Teacher said “The praise is well
deserved and it is a privilege to work with colleagues who
show such enthusiasm and commitment”. The Ofsted report
for education can be found on our website www.stjohns.org.uk (The residential care
OFSTED has not been released yet.)
The next step will be a three day (section 5) inspection which will take place within
one year but could be much sooner. A new longer inspection is required for the
school to be judged better than good.
The Governors are delighted and send their thanks for such excellent work which
occurs day in, day out. A fantastic and well deserved success, congratulations!

St John’ staff and students pulled out all the stops for this year’s Christmas
celebration, our nativity story linked to how Christmas must have been during the
war and had a great moral! Full write up and more photos can be found inside.

Tempo FM Interview Head Teacher and Nurse
Tempo FM, Wetherby’s community radio station invited Mrs Bradbury and Nurse
Kate to join presenter Paul Richards on his Monday mid morning show. They talked
about Kate’s recent NASS Award and life at St John’s School for the Deaf (see below).
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Advent and Christmas Celebrations
Advent Mass

In preparation for Advent, Father David Murray, came
to St John’s to celebrate mass with the whole school,
parents and governors . The theme was “waiting and
preparing for Christmas” the chapel was beautifully
decorated with seasonal greenery from the school
grounds and candles, in remembrance of Jesus being
the light of the world Pupils from the Glen explained
the Advent to everyone and created a beautiful video
to watch, thank you for a lovely assembly.

School Chaplains Meeting at St John’s
Also, Father David Murray organised for the school chaplain’s meeting
to be held at St John’s. The chaplains meet every three months and
this is the first time many of them have visited St John’s. The day
started with a presentation from the RE teacher, Miss Murray, the
chaplains then had mass in the school chapel, followed by lunch in the
dining room, with an opportunity to meet some of the pupils. The
chaplains then had their meeting in the afternoon. One chaplain
commented that although she had known about St John’s for many
years, this was the first time she had visited and commented on the
wonderful work we do here and would now spread the word about us.

Interfaith Week
This year for Interfaith Week we learnt about Diwali. Our theme was light. We took part in lots of activities to
learn how Diwali is celebrated. We drew Rangoli patterns in the yard, and Suriya led a Hindu dance workshop
for us. All the work we created during the week was used to make a sensory light experience on the Friday.
We wore glow in the dark t-shirts and explored the lights and activities in the drama room.
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Christmas Celebration 2018 Full Report...
St John’ staff and students pulled out all the stops for this year’s Christmas celebration.
The Glen started the proceedings this year with a fun filled version of the nativity
narrated beautifully by Gracie. As she introduced aspects of the story, Glen
students shone in their recorded performances, then joined her on stage. The
mixture of live performance and video footage was great at showcasing the
students who may suffer from stage fright on the day. A fantastic performance,
well done to all students and staff from the Glen.
Gilbert group then commenced their performance about a Christmas charity
football trip that didn’t go exactly to plan. They broke down due to terrible
weather and ended up stranded at a motorway service station. Their night there
was not going well until a stranger was spotted taking things from the hotel. Who
was this strange man? Well he and his friends (the Nightingale group) turned out
to be residents at the local care home. They told of Christmas during World War
Two through a series of flashbacks. The moral of the tale? Talk to the people
around you at Christmas rather than looking at your phone or games console.
They might just have a more interesting story to tell!
Excellent performances all round, well done to the secondary students.
Finally the Rainbow group taught us about how peace and goodwill are so important, especially at this time of
year. Students acted in pre-recorded scenes where there certainty was not goodwill and peace. Live in the
drama room the Rainbow students then expressed disappointment at the behaviour with a resounding “no”!
Finally footage was shown of staff and students helping each other out and making friends. This time there
was a big “yes” from all the students. Great to see the Rainbow students enjoying being with all the other
students in the drama room. Well done to all, wonderful focus from all students and staff involved.
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Year 11 Work Experience
Year 11 Students had a very successful week working in a variety of jobs ranging from game-keeping, performing arts and maintenance. They were all tired from their experience but learnt a great deal. Well done!
Tyler (right) worked at Tex services doing various jobs around
the yard, building a new house and garden, he had a great time.

Macauley (left) worked at Helbeck Enterprises in Cumbria as
a game-keeper, it was a great experience, thank you.

Alex (right) was a workshop assistant for SM UK in Leeds
for a week, helping to maintain their vehicles. He said he
learned so much and really wants to go back.
Julian (left) worked at Millfield
Science and Performing Arts
college and helped the teacher in
a primary class, he said he
learned many new things, thanks.
Finn (right) working at Rachel's Woofers Doggy Day
Care. He worked rally hard in rain and mud, training
dogs to sit, exercising them and making them behave
sensibly.
Finn, Sol and Mqhele worked around school doing maintenance jobs like checking the engine/oil in the
minibuses and giving them a good clean. They also took quite a lot of boxes of bric-a-brac to the charity shop
at Seacroft Recycling Centre. Thank you.
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In and Around School
Leeds Met Adventure Day
The Nightingale group were invited to the
Leeds Metropolitan University for a team
building day. Sol, Finn and Mqhele also went
along as part of their Entry Level Work. It was
a freezing cold day, but they still managed to
navigate imaginary rivers, desert islands and
saving planes! Mrs Pirie said the pupils were a
joy to take out and behaved impeccably.

Ampleforth Sixth Form Visit
In November we once again welcomed a group of sixth formers from Ampleforth
College. They spent some time with students from our sixth form, swapping
experiences and plans for the future. They gave the group a guided tour of school and
Mrs Bradbury gave them a quiz. The Ampleforth students fed back their reflections
after the visit and left a donation, which we are very grateful for, thank you.

Visitors from Nyabihu Centre for the Deaf—Rwanda
Also in November we welcomed some visitors from Rwanda. They joined Gilbert group for an English lesson,
had break in the library, joined Nightingale for Science, had a presentation from our Sixth Formers, lunch, a
whistle stop tour of the residential care provision, back to Gilbert for Occupational Studies and finished with a
question and answer session with the sixth formers. A full day of life in our school before jetting off back to
their own school for the deaf in Rwanda. It was lovely to see you we hope you had a good insight of St Johns.

Donation From Past Pupil
THANK YOU to past pupil Timothy East for the donation of £80.50, which was donated by customers of their
family business, Charlett Tyres in Oxford. Thanks again. WWW.Charlettyres.co.uk established in 1955.
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Rainbows
Christmas Tree Festival in Boston Spa
We have been helping with Boston Spa Methodist Church’s Christmas tree festival by decorating a tree for
them to display. We also went to see the full display of trees and enjoy a little food and drink!

Make and Sell Weekly Trips
We have been raising money through our make and sell
session to finance our Thursday trips. This is helping us to
increase our understanding of exchanging money for
things or experiences. We usually spend our money on a
well-earned cake or supporting the local charity shops by
buying a book or DVD.

Literacy News
We have been making choices using shape coding to construct simple stories about ourselves and others
in our class. One story was a hide and seek story where we were hiding in different rooms at St John’s.
This is helping us with our understanding of the concept of where, so we can begin constructing simple
sentences using locations in our everyday communication.
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Ripon Group (Residential)
Here, There and Everywhere!
This half term has been packed full of different activities. We attended the 'fireworks' at Squires near
Sherburn, tea at Creepy Crawlies, then play on the soft play (up to age 15 so our Yr 11's enjoyed it) Lucy
had a great time on the slide!
We enjoyed going to the cinema to watch 'The Gringe'.
We had a joint Christmas shopping trip to Meadow hall with P16.
Lucy enjoyed a Christmas shopping trip to White Rose centre and had tea at McDonalds.
Mqhele went to South Africa to celebrate his cousin's wedding. 3D golf at Xscape with Mqhele, Finn and
Lucy.
We all enjoyed a lovely Christmas dinner in P16! Delicious! Followed by a couple of games of BINGO - very
tense! and pass the parcel! Presents from Santa!

Maths Star of the Month—October
The maths star of the month for October was awarded to Joshua, Year
7, well done!
Just to remind you all pupils have a MATHLETICS login.
www.mathletics.com
Doing mathletics little and often can boost your child’s maths performance and confidence.
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Some School Charity Fund Raising Events
The Rotary Club of Lower Wharfedale Shoebox Appeal
Once again the Rotary Club of Lower Wharfedale facilitated the annual Rotary shoebox scheme in our area.
They provide some special shoeboxes to be filled with gifts for children and adults to go to Eastern Europe.
These are quite possibly the first real gifts they have received for a long time and we do this at the beginning
of November, so that they can be delivered before Christmas. The
boxes can be made up for a teenager, household or baby and ours
were going to Romania. Thirteen local schools participate and
then the Rotarians collect and bring the boxes (approximately
600) to St John’s where they are stored, until they are collected
and taken to the International Aid Trust Distribution warehouse.
Before then, we had a small celebratory assembly in the school
chapel with 12 visitors from Wetherby Rotary Club.
Rotary controls the running and organising of the shoebox scheme
and is really grateful to everyone who supports this, as are we,
thankyou.

St John’s Support the Royal British Legion
St John’s collected £35 by selling poppies in school, this went towards the
district total of £1,475 (twice as much as last year). This supports the armed
forces community past and present, thank you to everyone who made a
donation. There were many remembrance services in and around Boston Spa.

St John’s Poppy Display in and Around School
This year was a special centenary remembrance day, in recognition of 100 years since the end of the First
World War. Mrs Fowler held lunch time work shops to give everyone in school the opportunity to contribute
to the poppy displays in school and Boston Spa village, which Gilbert then helped to construct (photos below).
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Well Done Everyone
Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4
At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day for working hard in lessons, following our
Golden Rules and for making other positive contributions to our school. Prizes are awarded for first and
second place across key stage 3 and 4. Joshua and Edward were awarded the most merit stamps for the
month of October and Peter gained second place. Finn got the most merit stamps for November and Elly
came second (Finn, Joshua, Edward and Peter pictured below)
As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day, they have been presented with a
certificate and £10 and £5 respectively each in cash. Well done to all of you, we are very proud!

Mary’s Meals

www.marysmeals.org.uk

On Thursday 20th December we had a Christmas jumper and dinner day. The money
given for non-uniform and Christmas dinner was donated to Mary’s Meals. John
Dyson, Catering Manager also donated an extra £1 for every Christmas dinner ticket
sold.
Mary’s meals feeds one child for a whole year for £13.90. Due to three kind donors
they are matching the money raised. St John’s raised £00 which means we can feed
16 children for one year.
Mrs McAleer thanks everyone once again showing the true spirit of Christmas once
again in supporting this charity.
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Post 16 News
Sixth Form Evening of Pizza and Team Building

The pupils were very impressive during the evening, communicating and problem solving in teams. We
shared a pizza tea and then debated about what areas of the Sixth form the students would like to see
change. The students highlighted these areas, amongst others; opportunities for independent travel, a
larger study area and a different 'chill-out' space. During the discussion the pupils were mature, positive
and respectful.
We have introduced a postcard reward scheme in the 6th form - I hope you have all received one already!
If you have any feedback regarding the Sixth Form we would be very interested in your views.
Mrs Pirie.

Miles Gets Green Ticket
Miles (below right ) was complemented for
exceeding expectations on his Level 1 course.
Well done!

Megan Visits Note Takers
Past pupil Megan (right), thought she’d pop into
York College to see the Note Takers and let them
know that she’s enjoying Hull University. Nice to
see you Megan.

Thank You
Thank you to everyone who has sent lovely Christmas cards and gifts into school for the staff and pupils.
We wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Thank you for your continued support, peace be with you and your families.
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Christmas Fair News
Christmas fair
A huge thankyou to everyone, pupils, staff, parents and visitors for supporting the Christmas
Fair. Thankyou to pupils for bringing a bottle to school on dress down day. To parents and
local companies for the generous donations , to staff and parents for setting up and running
the stalls and to all the visitors for supporting us on the day. So far we have raised almost
£2000 and still have some money from the raffle and silent auction to count, THANK YOU.
PRIZES WERE GENEROUSLY DONATED by: MORRISONS WETHERBY, SAINSBURY’S TADCASTER, BETTY’S,
TOM FOOLERY, HELIJET AVIATION, FOUNTAINS ABBEY, RIPLEY CASTLE, BEAMISH MUSEUM DURHAM,
NORTH YORKSHIRE MOORS RAILWAY, THACKRAY MEDICAL MUSEUM & JENNY’S TEA ROOMS.
THANK YOU!

Raffle Prize Winners
1st Prize -

Festive Hamper

Mrs Smith (pupil’s family)

2 Prize

Bottle Hamper.

Mrs Hudson (pupil’s family)

3rd Prize

Pamper Hamper

The Crellins (pupil’s family)

4th Prize

Children’s Festive Hamper

Mrs Woodward (pupil’s family)

5th Prize

-Betty’s Tea Hamper

The Horsleys (ex pupil’s family)

6th Prize

nd

Morrison’s Festive Hamper

Mrs Betty (staff)

th

Men’s Hamper

Mrs Norris

th

Mini Wine Hamper

Mrs Conway (staff)

th

9 Prize

Tom Foolery Hamper

Mrs Beesting

10th Prize

Ripley Castle Tickets for Four People

Miss Fox (staff)

11th Prize

Forever Living Gift Pack

Mr Lynch (staff)

12th Prize

7 Prize
8 Prize

Neals Yard Gift Pack

Ms Templeton

th

Christmas Bottle Chocolates and Notebook

Mr Connelly (pupil’s family)

th

Lush Bath Bomb and Handmade Candles

Mrs Rowlands (pupil’s famil)

13 Prize
14 Prize

Home Made Christmas Cake (by Mrs Baker (thank you)) - Winner Mr Harris (pupil’s family)
Grinch Cakes (donated by Mrs Crellin (thank you)) - Winners Mr Wilkinson (pupil’s family) & Mandy (staff)

Above some of the staff who volunteered at the Christmas Fair—MASSIVE
Including those who managed to avoid having their photo taken!
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More Pictures

It was lovely to see some past pupils and staff at the fair, we managed to capture a few—From top, left
to right—Brenda (House Keeper), Mrs Bradbury (Head Teacher) with Michael Horsley, Michael Williams,
Alex Farnworth, Jonathon Thornton, Rob Hall (ex staff all the way from Plymouth!) Liam McCreash (ex
staff) and Matthew with his family and Mrs Taylor (Business Manager). Thanks for coming!

Dates for Your Diary
21st December

-School closes 12.30pm for Christmas Holidays

7th January

-School reopens

25th January

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

22nd February

-School closes for half term holiday

4th March

-School reopens

29th March

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

12th April

-School closes 12.30pm for Easter Holidays

29th April

-School reopens

6th May

-School closed for Bank holiday

24th May

-School closes for half term holiday

3rd June

-School reopens

21st June

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

19th July

-School closes 12.30pm for Summer Holidays

College Holidays
Please note Sixth Form students
follow the holiday year set by York
and Askham Bryan colleges, sometimes these differ to St John’s. (But
not this Christmas!)
Askham Bryan closes 21st December,
reopens 7th January.
York College closes 21st December,
reopens 7th January.

@stjohns4thedeaf

