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It’s Official, Ofsted find St John’s School for
the Deaf “Outstanding” in all Areas of it’s
Residential Service

We are celebrating the results of our latest residential care inspection by
regulator Ofsted. St John’s was praised by inspectors who found the school’s
residential service outstanding in all areas.
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Community Voice

ST JOHN’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

Inspectors found that the residential care provided at St John’s allowed students
to make “significant and sustained progress” and that pupils and parents all rate
the school highly.
It concludes: “Pupils are clear that being at St John’s has made a significant and
positive impact on their lives. This is reflected in the substantial achievements
made by past pupils who have gone on to make important contributions to
society. These pupils are inspirational to current pupils.”
Head Teacher Ann Bradbury said: “Our ethos here is to celebrate
every voice and every achievement. The achievements of our
pupils always make us extremely proud. The report also praised
the school’s dedicated care and teaching staff who help students
reach their potential. To have this hard work recognised by
Ofsted is wonderful.” The full report can be found on our
website www.stjohns.org.uk

Arla Awayday—Volunteers Host a
Big Interview Event in School
On Tuesday 12th February 20 employees from Arla Foods ran a large interview
event in school involving pupils from Sixth Form and Gilbert Group (year 11).
Alongside this event there was a carousel of activities for the rest of the school to
enjoy, including milking a cow and re-decorating some of the residential areas.
We held a “Dress Smart” event for £1, all money raised is going to the Centre for
Deaf in Rwanda. The event was a huge success, the feedback was brilliant from
both Arla and the pupils. Thank you so much to PE Teacher, Mrs Pirie for organising it and Mr Pirie and his team from Arla foods, for all their hard work (more
photos inside).
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In and Around School
A Moo-ving Experience! More Arla Photos

Arium Grant
The school have applied for a grant for £500 from the Leeds County Council Garden
Centre “The Arium”. This will go towards the new outdoor learning area that the
school are designing. Fingers crossed—we will keep you updated. If you have any
“bug house” resources or have any interest in supporting or working with us on this
new initiative, please get in touch with Mrs Pirie or Mrs Baldwin. Many thanks.
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Sporting Events
Cricket Morning
Chris Schofield and Henry Wainman from England Deaf Cricket Team came into
school on 29th January to promote the game. It was an extra special occasion
as Henry (right) used to be a pupil at St John’s. All of the school had a chance
to participate and had a great morning. Next term we are having a “Table
Cricket Morning”, a new type of cricket for people in wheelchairs! Watch this
space.

Derby Football Competition
Great effort was shown by the boys again this year. We successfully got to the semi-finals showing great grit
and determination. We were beaten by a bigger, more attacking team, but the boys should be very proud of
their efforts. A special mention to Alex, who was a fab Captain for the day and Finn for receiving “The Player
of the Team” for his amazing right foot shooting. Well done boys! Thanks to Mr Snape and Miss Dyer for
helping Mrs Pirie on the trip.

Sponsored Walk for the Month of January
Congratulations to all who took part and many thanks to all of those who donated. We raised an amazing
total of £429 which will go towards the resurfacing of the outdoor sports area.
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School News
CEOP’s Blog: Screen Time
How long has your child been staring at a screen today?
It is so easy in a hectic household to pay little or no
attention to the amount of screen time that our young
ones clock up. While a recent study by Royal College of
Paediatrics and Child Health stated that there is no
“toxic” level of screen time it stressed that families
must look at individual cases and recognise when
screen time is having a negative impact on their household.
Question 1: Is screen time in your household controlled? If these limits are regularly broken and the
parent feels that screen use is out of control, this may indicate the need for parenting support. Parents
should set an example. Screen time – think are you are using it for what you want to, or whether you are
unconsciously using it all the time. Talk about activities away from screens.
Question 2: Does screen use interfere with what your family want to do? For younger children, face-toface social interaction is vital to the development of language and other skills. Do you find that your child
would rather have screen time than family time?
Question 3: Does screen use interfere with sleep? Does screen-time interfere with a good bedtime routine,
either for children or adults, and we would adopt the expert recommendation that screens are avoided for an
hour before the planned bedtime?
Question 4: Are you able to control snacking during screen time? It can be very easy to lose track of how
much is eaten during a session of screen time particularly if meals are eaten in front of screens. Adults should
monitor what is eaten during sessions on screens, especially in children at risk of obesity.
Parental Guidance Be aware, but not intrusive or judgmental: It’s important to know what apps and
networks young people are engaged with, however it’s often counter-productive to insist on monitoring all
online activity- an informed and open approach will lead to a more mature approach in the long run.
Think about your own media use: children will learn more from example than from instruction. It may be that
what you are doing on your phone is important, but it is worth pausing to reflect, if your children are around
and available for interaction, whether it can wait. Prioritise face-to-face interaction:
Encouraged offline play, and promote regular space for conversation. While screen-based interaction is
enjoyable it does not have the positive developmental effects of in-person interaction.
Protect sleep: most experts advise that children are not exposed to screens for an hour before bed, so that
their brains have time to wind down for sleep without the stimulation from the light of the screen (and the
content being viewed).
Our primary recommendation is that families
should negotiate screen time limits with their
children based upon the needs of an individual
child, the ways in which screens are used and
the degree to which use of screens appears to
displace (or not) physical and social activities
and sleep.
(Extract taken from RCPCH Screen time guide)

Page 4

COMMUNITY VOICE

Secondary News
Chinese New Year
In RE secondary pupils have been learning about Chinese New Year. Both Gilbert and Nightingale groups
sampled Chinese food and created paper dragons, which they paraded through school to bring good luck for
the new year.

First Snow of the Year
On 1st February residential pupils woke up to snow, needless to say they wanted to go out and play in it!
Pictures below of Julian and nurse Kate having a snowball fight, who do you think won?

Update From Past Pupils
Past pupil Jack (right) came to see us
in January. Jack is currently working
at a hospital in the North East in an
NHS blood testing lab. He wants to
gain experience (and save some
money) as he hopes to do a
Biomedical Science degree. It was
great to see Jack who still has his very
dry sense of humour.

2 0 1 8 /1 9 - I S S U E 3

We had a lovely message from Lara,
who left last year to pursue a nursing career. Lara has passed her first
exams and is now on a placement in
Worksop. Lara said she gets up very
early, 5am, does a 12 hour shift on
a cardiology ward and says she is
loving it. She’s not sure about the
nurses uniform though! Fantastic
news Lara, it’s lovely that you keep
in touch.
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Residential Review
Panto at the Alhambra Theatre Bradford—Oh Yes it Was!
In care, we have had a busy half term. One of the highlights was our Annual trip to the Bradford Alhambra
Theatre where we were taken on a magic carpet ride and a 3D spectacular. Everyone enjoyed the
evening.- Oh yes we did!

Visit to Kasper’s Delicious Desert Restaurant Leeds
We had a joint trip to 'Kaspa's in
Leeds where everyone enjoyed
amazing delights see photos! Not
good for the waistline but would
recommend a visit! At the same
time we celebrated Catherine's
19th birthday!

Trampoline Event at Xscape
Another joint activity was visiting the
trampoline park at Xscape, Castleford. Students
from both the sixth form and Ripon enjoyed the
experience. Care staff, Fran and Helen are still
recovering!

Student Council Request for
Board Games
At the last Student Council meeting, pupils were
talking about alternative lunchtime activities.
They would like to put some board/card games in
the library.
If anyone has any games they don't use any
more, if you would like to donate them to us, we
would really appreciate it.
Please send them into the school office and we’ll
pass them onto Mrs Scott and the School Council
team.
Thank you in advance.
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Sixth Form Residential
Fundraising for Martin House Charity
Sixth form pupils have been working really hard to
raise money to support their chosen local charity
Martin House. They held a raffle and cake sale and
raised a grand total of £227. Uzair and Lyla (on the
right) went with Care staff member Sylvia to
present the cheque to Martin House. Thanks to
everyone who supported this.

Practical skills and Independent Travel

The students have been practicing lots of
practical skills this term. Jack and Lyla
(above) perfected cooking chocolate cake in a
cup, much to the delight of the rest of the
pupils!
Also, there has been lots of
independent travel to Leeds and Wetherby,
resulting in meals out with friends, including a
trip to St Angelo’s Italian Restaurant in
Wetherby to celebrate Alfie’s birthday.
Alfie can be seen on the right cutting his
birthday cake (but I don’t think that one was
made in a cup!)
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Rewards and Recognition Update
Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4
At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the school day for working hard in lessons, following our
Golden Rules and for making other positive contributions to our school. Prizes are awarded for first and
second place across key stage 3 and 4. Edward was awarded the most merit stamps for the month of
December and Leandro gained second place. Leandro got the most merit stamps for January and Peter
came second (pictured below)
As a reward they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day, they have been presented with
a certificate and £10 and £5 respectively each in cash. Well done to all of you, we are very proud!

Maths Star of the Month
The maths star of the month for January was awarded
to Mqhele and in February it was Macualey (see right).
Mqhele and Macauley also passed Entry Level 3 Maths,
Macauley achieved 100% pass rate! Very Well done to
both of you.
Just to remind you all pupils have a MATHLETICS login.
www.mathletics.com
Doing mathletics little and often can boost your child’s
maths performance and confidence.

York College Vocational Student of the Month—January
Well done to Jack (pictured on the right) who only
went and won Vocational Student of the month at
York College! Jack is studying City in Guilds
Diploma Level 1 Hair and Beauty. He was awarded
some green tickets from school for his
achievement. Well done!
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Leeds City Council Prevent Team Event
Prevent Information Evening for Sixth Formers,
Gilbert Group (Year 11) Pupils, Parents and Staff
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What’s on in2019
Information and Open Day
St John’s is to hold a special information day for families. The school is holding the
event to give children and families an opportunity to visit the school, gain advice on a
variety of topics and meet both pupils and staff from the school.
The school will welcome visitors on Monday 1st April 2019 between 10am and 4pm.
Experts will be on hand to chat about audiology, speech and language therapy, funding,
transition, Sixth Form, mental health and residential support.
Visitors can also meet current and former pupils and their families and there will also be a chance to the
visit the school’s care provision, recently awarded an “outstanding” rating by regulator Ofsted as well as
tour the school’s specialist educational environments.
If children or families are unable to attend on 1st April, they can arrange a different date to visit the school
by contacting St John’s – www.stjohns.org.uk

Secondary Parents Afternoon
Secondary Parents afternoon will be on Saturday 23rd March, 1pm until 4pm, letters will sent home soon.

World Book Day
Thursday 7th March, book tokens will be sent out with letters after the holidays.

Science Week
Friday 8th March to Sunday 17th March.

General Dates for your diary
22nd February

-School closes for half term holiday

4th March

-School reopens

29th March

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

12th April

-School closes 12.30pm for Easter Holidays

29th April

-School reopens

6th May

-School closed for Bank holiday

24th May

-School closes for half term holiday

3rd June

-School reopens

21st June

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

5th July

-Sports day 1pm start

19th July

-School closes 12.30pm for Summer Holidays

ST JOHN’S C ATHOLI C S C HOOL FOR THE D EAF

Church Street
Boston Spa
Phone: 01937 842144
Fax: 01937 541471

www.stjohns.org.uk

