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Growing Success
Thanks to a fantastic group effort our new poly
tunnel is full of young plants, bursting into
growth. As part of their Occupational Studies,
the Gilbert group have been learning about propagating plants and this fantastic addition to our
garden has provided the perfect growing and
learning space.
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Back in February Rick and Brian, our maintenance team, acquired the 50’ tunnel
and, with the help of staff and pupils, put it up on a fine afternoon. In no time
the turf was stripped, growing beds prepared and a raised bed installed. Rocket
Gardens supplied us with a wonderful variety of salad and vegetable plug plants,
and the students have grown some of their own from seed too – including one
giant pumpkin seed to enter in the RHS competition.
The fruits of their labours – including dahlias and bedding plants – are all keeping
warm and cosy in the tunnel. After half term we’ll plant them out in the newly
dug growing beds next to the tunnel. Other plans for this new garden area
include living willow structures, accessible raised
beds for wheelchair users, and our very own handmade garden furniture and bird feeding stations.
Well done to the Gilbert group for their enthusiasm
and hard work on this project, and special thanks to
Rick Hawes, Brian Thornton and Jackie Peacock for
their inspiration and ‘no sooner said than done’
support. We’re looking forward to chillaxing in the
garden this July and treating you all to a delicious
home-grown salad, and chilled drinks served on
Alex’s garden table with integrated cool box.

Name Our New Owl
Lotherton Hall kindly gave us a new
owl. He’s a Barn Owl (like Barry,
our other owl), he’s 12 years old
and is used to attending weddings
and functions, but he hasn’t got a
name! We’re running a
competition in school to name him,
so we’ll keep you posted!

Our Home Grown Quails Are Laying
At Easter we were very excited to watch our
own quail chicks hatch. We are now delighted
that some of them have recently started to lay
eggs. We have set up a small enterprise project
to sell the eggs to staff and visitors and use the
money to buy food for the quails.
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Arts Awards
Outdoor Sculpture Workshop at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park
We took the Gilbert group to the Yorkshire Sculpture Park for a day of sculpture appraisal and constructions
with lead artist Victoria Ferrand Scott.
The morning was spent examining the inspiration behind some of the park’s amazing exhibits, discussing
their construction, and possible meaning behind them. We made sketches and modelled using wire.
After lunch we got to raid an extensive store of odds and end to create large sculptures of our own. Gilbert
loved the range of items that they could use, and the freedom this gave them to create.
In the end we had three spectacular and very original sculptures that showed a great sense of teamwork and
imagination.
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Arts Award —Yorkshire Sculpture Park

Rainbow’s Enterprise Scheme
Rainbow enjoyed getting creative last half term and pupils worked hard
on their last enterprise project. Since January they have been making
and selling topical goodies (Easter bunnies and eggs) and have raised
£20. This is used towards their weekly trips out. Thanks to all who
supported this, we really appreciate it.

Page 3

C O M M U NI T Y V O I CE

Meet St John’s School Governors
Our Governors are a committed group of people who work with the Head Teacher and staff to achieve the
best education for all our pupils and develop the school. Their duties are varied, by law they are responsible
for the finances of the school, so they work with Mrs Taylor, Business Manager to agree extra spending like
new security gates, double glazing and smartboards. When new staff are appointed, there is always a
Governor on the interview panel. Governors can also be contacted if parents feel unhappy with the way a
complaint has been dealt with by the school. It is a voluntary role, many work during the day, even so, they
come into school as often as they can, particularly to special assemblies and school events. They also attend
specific training courses to help them in the role. We are fortunate to have such a wealth of expertise in our
governors and we have a current vacancy for a Parent governor and a staff governor in September, if you are
interested, please let any one of us know.
Mrs Barbara Auty is the chair of governors and a member of the Teaching and Learning
Committee (Chair) and the Student Care Committee (Chair) the Human Resources
Committee and the Finance and General Purpose Committee. Barbara’s professional life
involved working as a senior Human Resources Manager in a national children’s charity.
As a parent of young people with special educational needs, Barbara has a great deal of
understanding in this field and sits on SENDIST tribunals.
Mr Terry Forbes is a foundation governor. Terry spent most of his working life travelling
to Europe, the Indian sub Continent and the Pacific Rim where he had offices and factory
involvement in the clothing industry supplying the high street. He is a retired Trustee of
the Venerable English College in Rome after 24 years and a retired Director of the Diocese
of Leeds Trustee after almost 30 years service. He is still involved in the Diocese as a
member of the Finance Sub Committee and a number of other Trusts. Terry is a Knight
Commander of St Gregory the Great, an honour received from the Pope in the year 2000.
Reverend David Arblaster is a foundation governor and the governor responsible for
Safeguarding. David is a deacon in St Aeldred’s Church, Harrogate and works with the
parish priest to support the spiritual and pastoral care of his parishioners. He was the
director of student services at Leeds Met University for nine years until his recent early
retirement. David is a member of the Human Resources sub committee and Chairs the
Community Care committee.
Mr Geoff Riley is a parent governor. His commitment to our school is rooted in his
experience of having a daughter who attended St John’s. Geoff was a senior lecturer in a
very large FE college before taking early retirement. He is a member of the Teaching and
Learning Committee and Premises, Grounds and Health and Safety Committee.
Mrs Jackie Peacock is a staff governor and a member of the Premises and Health and
Safety sub committee. Jackie works in the school office, prior to this she worked for a bank
for 26 years in various branches and Head Office. She is married with two teenagers and
has previously been a volunteer at Bardsey and Shadwell cubs.
Mrs Ann Bradbury BA (Hons) MSc NPQH Head Teacher, Ann joined St Johns in 2004 after
working as Head of a sensory and language impairment service in a local authority in
London.
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Meet Our New School Governors
Mrs Mary McAleer is a teacher governor and member of the Teaching and Learning and
Premises, Grounds and Health and Safety committees. Mary has taught at St John's for
over 30 years, mainly teaching maths but also language work. She has been responsible
for developing shape coding throughout school. This is a visual coded system we use to
help children understand and develop the structure of their written language.

Mrs Jill Tarr is a foundation governor and on the Teaching and Learning Committee. She
is a retired teacher and taught humanities at King James school Knaresborough for over
30 years. Jill has lived in Thorp Arch village for 31 years and is a member of St Edwards
parish and part of the children’s liturgy team. Jill is very active, loves sport, cycling and
playing tennis and volunteers for WISE, assisting at a very well attended chairobics class,
as well as their ‘soup & smile’ scheme.
Mr Vince McNichoIas is a foundation governor and on the Teaching and Learning and
Premises, Grounds and Health and Safety committees. Vince is a member of St Edwards
Church and worked for the diocese of Leeds for 25 years as a teacher. Over time, he has
taken on most teaching and management jobs that need to be done in school, so is aware
of the rewards and challenges of working with young people. In 2008 he went back to be
a full-time student of Architectural Technology, this degree course took Vince’s career in
a new direction, running his own domestic architecture business.
Mr Andy Morley is a foundation governor and on the Finance and General Purpose
committee. Andy is an Actuary and he is familiar with St John’s as he has been one of
our governors before. However, work took him to London for a while, but now he’s
working closer to home, he has re-joined the governing body. Andy lives in Tockwith
with his wife who is a nurse and two children.
Mrs Clare Brookes is a foundation Governor and a member of the Finance and General
Purpose and Premises, Grounds and Health and Safety committees. Claire has
previously been the Chair of Governors at a local primary school. In her professional life,
Clare is a family law barrister working in Leeds with a specialist practice in child
protection. She has a daughter who lives in London and is married to a planning lawyer.
She also has a passion for gardening.
Councillor Norma Harrington is a Local Authority governor and on the Student Care
Committee. Norma worked for Barclays bank and then joined the Prison Service in 1988,
serving 23 years when she took early retirement as Governor of Wealstun Prison in
2011. She has been on Wetherby Town Council since 2012, serving as Town Mayor from
2016 to 2018. She is a trustee of two local charities and a vice chair of Better Wetherby
Partnership. Norma is a Ward Councillor for Wetherby and surrounding areas.

Miss Mandy Dowson is the Clerk to the governing body. Mandy is our Office Manager and has been at St Johns for 24 years. She has done many years youth work for
Pinderfields Children’s burns youth club, including residential and outreach work in the
local community.
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Sports Round-Up
Athletics at South Leeds Stadium
The Gilbert boys went to South Leeds Stadium in May and competed in an Athletics event. Most of the boys
won their heats and are through to the finals on June 19th. PE Teacher Mrs Pirie said “All were amazing
and most won their heats, glorious weather and well behaved pupils, congratulations.”

Thank You to Leeds Rhinos
On Thursday, 16th May, we were lucky enough to receive some free tickets for
the Leeds Rhinos vs Castleford Tigers. A mix of Pupils, their families and staff
went and had a great evening. We were well looked after by the Leeds Rhinos
Foundation team. Sadly, Leeds Rhinos lost, but we enjoyed the event! Thanks to
the Rhino's for the tickets, we loved supporting you too.

2 0 1 8 /1 9 — I S S U E 5

Page 6

Post 16 News
Skillbuilder Olympics
Ibrahem and Lily went to observe the
Skillbuilder Olympics which was taking
place in York College this week. They
were impressed to see top class joinery
students from around Yorkshire who
were competing. It's something to aspire
to for the future.

Service With a Smile

Suriya worked front of house at the Ashfield
Restaurant at York College, as part of his
hospitality course. As you can see it is very
popular and was really busy, with more than 40
covers. Excellent work.

Animals for Therapy

Lily enjoyed her visit to "Animals for Therapy"
who came to York College recently. Their aim
is to help alleviate stress which is especially
useful at this time of year with exams coming
up.

Two St John’s Pupils Awarded Most Promising Students

Last month York College held their Awards Ceremony. Congratulation to Miles who was
awarded Most Promising Student on the Brickwork Foundation Programme and Lily, who was
awarded Most Promising Student on the Joinery Foundation Programme, well done.
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Residential News
Bedroom Makeovers
You may remember, at the end of the February half
term, we had a team of 20 employees from Arla Foods
who volunteered to come to school for the day. They
did mock interviews with our Yr 11 and P16 students
and on the same day, some of the Arla staff also
helped to decorate three of the girls bedrooms. It was
a full on day with a carousel of events. The Arla team
did an amazing job of re-decorating some of the bedrooms, as you can see from the pictures on the right.
Hollie, Lily and Mia were really happy with the result.
Here are some of their comments:
Hollie (pink bedroom) said, “Its been nicely decorated.
Painted really well. I was able to chose the colours myself. I've added a few personal touches of my own. It
feels cosy and comfortable”.
Lily (blue bedroom) said, “My bedroom looks great. Its
a big room which I like, but it makes me feel cosy and
comfortable. The colour is lovely. I'd like to say
'Thankyou' to the people who helped to decorate my
bedroom”.
Mia said, “I've got much more space for all my
makeup. I like the colour, I chose it myself. My mum
let me go out to spend some money to buy bits and
pieces. I'm the only one who has a sofa in their room! I
like that. I've got a new bed, its comfortable, I like it”.

Thank you very much to the team from Arla.

Laser Quest
In May the care team arranged a trip to Laser Quest in Leeds, for the
ultimate laser tag adventure. It was out of this world and everyone
survived! Unfortunately it was too dark to take any photos, but everyone
had a great time.
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Residential News
Marvellous Time at the Cinema!
On the first week back at school we had a visit to
the VUE cinema in York to see the Marvel Sequel
Avengers film “Endgame”. We had a good number
of both P16 and Ripon students who all really
enjoyed the film. Popcorn, drinks and goodies were
also enjoyed throughout the performance!

Hi Energy
Some students took part in an outing to the Energi
Trampoline Park, York. Its always a popular one and
enjoyed by all (although I think a few staff were aching
the next day!)

Next Stop Please!
Julian and Mqhele have been practicing travelling independently. They planned their outing, caught the
No 7 bus in Boston Spa to Wetherby Town Centre (observed by Care staff). They checked the timetable, stopped the bus, told the bus driver where they wanted to go and paid for their tickets.
However, the number 7 busses are so comfortable that they forgot to get off at their stop, so the Care
staff let them go as far as Spofforth Hill, before they suggested they get off (I think it’s the free wifi that
did it!) However, the next time they tried it was more successful and they remembered to get off in
town (and pop into Morrison's for some treats)!
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Rewards and Recognition Update
Merit Stamps Awards Key Stage 3 and 4
At St John’s merit stamps are awarded throughout the
school day for working hard in lessons, following our
Golden Rules and for making other positive
contributions to our school. Prizes are awarded for first
and second place across key stage 3 and 4. In April,
Leandro was awarded the most merit stamps and
Edward gained second place. As a reward they are
allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day,
they have been presented with a certificate and £10 and
£5 respectively each in cash. Well done, we are very
proud of you! (see right for photos)

Maths Star of the Month
The maths star of the month for April was awarded to
Finn, and the month of May was Alex, both Year 11.
Well done! (see right)
Just to remind you all pupils have a MATHLETICS login.
www.mathletics.com
Doing Mathletics little and often can boost your child’s
maths performance and confidence.

Congratulations...
To Frances Davies for
30 years service at St
Johns. Frances is part
of the care team and
has helped many
residential pupils over
the years, thank you.

Also to Helen Keedy
(Fran’s sister) who is also
part of the care team, for
winning the half termly
care team draw.

A Buzz Around School
We recently had a few bees who took a shine to
our lovely outdoors, so the local beekeeper came
along and happily rehomed them. They enticed
the Queen Bee into a box and waited for the rest of
the bees to join her. Thank you to Bostonspa Bees,
apparently they have eight hives now.
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Dates for Your Diary
Term Dates
24th May

-School closes for half term holiday

3rd June

-School reopens

21st June

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

5th July

-Sports day 1pm start

19th July

-School closes 12.30pm for Summer Holiday

ST JOHN’S C ATHOLI C S C HOOL FOR THE D EAF

Church Street
Boston Spa

2nd September…..-School re-opens for 2019/2020 Academic Year
24th September

-The Bishops Mass 7pm

Phone: 01937 842144
Fax: 01937 541471
Www.stjohns.org.uk
A SEN Specialist School

@stjohns4thedeaf

Thank You to Mrs Taylor’s Daughter and Toyota
Mrs Taylor’s daughter is doing a year’s placement at
Toyota UK as part of her degree (Politics & Economics
at Aston University). She’s working in their finance
department, and she nominated St John’s for one of
their community awards. We were awarded £1800
which will go towards the resurfacing of our multi
sports court – total cost of this will be £40,000. Thank
you Miss Taylor and Toyota.

Thank you to Volunteers From the Rotary Club
Many thanks to
volunteers from the
Rotary Club of Lower
Wharfedale for replanting the flower
beds in our Rainbow
playground. They
look beautiful and
Finn had a lovely
afternoon helping.
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A Free One-Day Educational Conference for Professionals
Steps to Success:
“Building resilience and mental well-being in the SEN child”
9.30am-4pm Tuesday June 18th @St John's Catholic School for the Deaf

Specialist school and Sixth Form College, St John's Catholic School for the Deaf in Boston Spa, West Yorkshire,
invite you to attend our latest free one-day educational conference for professionals on June 18th 2019.
The conference will explore “how professionals working with children and young people with special
educational needs can support their mental-health effectively and build resilience” for their futures.
We will be joined by our keynote speaker, noted Clinical Psychologist Dr Kerry Audin, who will explore how
professionals working with young people with SEN, mental health difficulties and other barriers to learning
can be supported through focusing on Positive Psychology including Resilience and developing a Growth
Mindset.
Teacher, Pastoral Leader and SLE Callum Wetherill, supporter of the "Ban the Booths" campaign relating to
seclusion and isolation of young people in educational settings, will share his views on alternatives for supporting young people experiencing challenge in his presentation "Challenging Behaviour #flipthenarrative"
Mental health support for young people with SEN and how it can be integrated throughout schools will be
discussed by Rebecca Hudson, Clinical Team Manager/CAMHS Community Nurse - National Deaf CAMHS and
St John's School Nurse, Kate Adams.
Dr Bridget Nicholas, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist and Ms Sue Terry, CAMHS Community
Nurse will explore Supporting young people with ADHD to build resilience.
Former St John's pupil Adam Summerscales, now a Media Lecturer, will share his lived experience of what
helped him build the resilience he required to succeed in his chosen field.
The day will begin at 9.30am and be completed at around 4pm. Lunch and refreshments will be provided.
Places are limited and available on a first-come, first served basis. There is free on-site parking and no charge
for this conference. Certification for CPD will be provided. Should you require a BSL interpreter, please
advise when booking your place. Places booked through dawn@shaeferpr.com
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