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The Bishop of Leeds Comes to St John’s for a
Celebratory 150th Anniversary Mass
On the evening of 24th September the Right
Reverend Marcus Stock, Reverend Monsignor
Kieran Heskin, Reverend David Murray, Father
Ingwell, Father Newman, Deacon David
Arblaster and Reverend Father Matthew
Habron delivered a beautiful mass in the Chapel
at St Johns to approximately 100 people. There
were hymns, prayers, readings, Psalms, Holy
Communion and a blessing. Deacon David, who
has also been a School Governor for seven
years, delivered the Homily. This included a
history of how the school was set up and also
said “Then as now, the school gained a national
reputation for providing an education to support young people to achieve a happy and
successful adult life.” Thanks were given to
staff and others who serve and support the school now and over the years. The
Mass was followed by light refreshments in the Dining Room. Thank you to everyone who helped with the event, especially Mrs McAleer (Teacher and Governor) for
the beautiful floral displays around school and John and Diane, the Catering Team
for serving refreshments.

New Sixth Form Learning Centre Opened by
Jodie Ounsley, England Under 18 Rugby Player
On the evening of 10th October, Jodie Ounsley, Young Deaf Sports Personality of
the Year 2018 and England Under 18 Rugby Player took a short break from training
in London to come up to Yorkshire to open our new Sixth Form Learning Centre.
Jodie, who is profoundly deaf was inspirational as she addressed students and
staff. The evening was described as “a fantastically positive event”. Thank you to
everyone who contributed to another great evening at St Johns and to Mrs Pirie,
Teacher, Rick and Brian and all the other staff who have worked so hard over the
last few months to transform the new Sixth Form area.
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Celebratory Photo’s
More Photo’s From our 150 Years Celebratory Mass

More Photo’s of the Opening of the New Sixth Form Centre
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World Cycling Events Come to Yorkshire
Mandy Bishop World Champion Cyclist Visits School
In September Mandy Bishop toured schools in Yorkshire to talk about the UCI Road World Championships
and her journey to winning the Elite Women’s Road Race in 1982 - the last time the international race visited
Great Britain. Mandy is visited 11 schools across the Yorkshire and brought the rainbow jersey and medal
she won that day. The rainbow jumper is given to the winner and they can wear it for a year. She said:
“Becoming World Champion was one of the proudest moments of my life and I’m hugely honoured to be
sharing my story with schoolchildren across Yorkshire”. We were hugely honoured that Mandy came and
shared her experience with us, thank you.

Just a few photo’s taken on the day of pupils and staff, can you spot Mrs McAleer and Mr Harrington?
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Yorkshire 2019 Para-Cycling International Event 2019
St John’s Students Cut Ribbon for the Start of the World
Road Cycling Championships
On Saturday 21st September 2019, Wetherby hosted the Yorkshire 2019 Para-Cycling International event.
For the very first time, the Para-cycling race took place alongside the UCI Road World Championships.
The races were divided into four groups of para-cyclists, with a total of 13 para-cycling classifications for both
men and women;
B - Tandem (visually impaired riders with a sighted pilot on the front),
C - Bicycle (riders with physical impairments using an adapted bicycle to assist them),
H - Handcycle (riders with impairments affecting either both legs or a combination of the upper and lower
limbs),
T - Tricycle (riders with cerebral palsy, neurological conditions or unable to ride a bicycle)
Two of our pupils, Leandro and Joshua had the honour of being invited to start the races in Wetherby and
enjoyed all the excitement in the lovely warm weather. It was an absolute triumph for all.

Rewards and Recognition
Leandro has been awarded the most merit stamps for the month
of September and Edward got second place. Merit stamps are
awarded for following our Golden Rules, effort in class and other
positive contributions to everyday life at St John’s. As a reward
they are allowed to wear their own clothes to school for a day.
They have also been presented with a certificate and £10 for first
place and £5 for second place. Well done to both of you, we are
very proud!

Maths Star of the month
Maths Star for September was awarded to Peter (see right), well done!
Entry Level 2 Maths . Julian—Well done!
Reminder to pupils, if you are bored, you can access your Mathletics account and
practise!
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Some school charity fund raising events
Leeds Music Festival Angels
Each August Bank holiday weekend, Mrs Taylor, our
Business manager and Mrs Bradbury, our Headteacher,
volunteer for Festival Angels at Leeds Music Festival.
Festival Angels works to help Festival goers have an
enjoyable and safe festival. The Angels run a 24 hour café,
lost property services and give practical help such as
putting up tents, mending broken hearts and guiding
people to medical and welfare services.
At the café this year, Mrs Bradbury helped sell 5,500
recyclable mugs and Mrs Taylor helped log over 1,000
pieces of lost property including phones (lots of them),
driving licences, bank cards, uniting them with their
owners.

Macmillan cancer support
Once again, the pupils and staff made a fantastic effort to
raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support by holding a
raffle. Mrs McAleer and pupils organised one for children
and one for adults, tickets were 50p and £1 each. All
items were donated and the raffle was drawn on Thursday
3rd October. We raised a fabulous £128, many thanks
again for all your support, it’s an amazing amount.

Sixth Form Pupil Fundraises to Support Papyrus

Holly successfully raised some money for her chosen charity Papyrus, the
UK charity for the prevention of young suicide. Holly took it upon herself
to organise a bake sale and raised £100, well done Holly and thankyou to
everyone who supported the event..

Celebrating 25 Years Service
Congratulations to Mandy, Office Manager, who has worked at St John’s
for 25 years. She was presented with a bouquet and Photo Frame from
Mrs Bradbury in assembly, very well deserved.
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Interfaith Week
Monday—Buddism
This year for Interfaith week the
theme was “Colour and Light”.
We learnt about all different
religions through a number of
activities. As you can see everyone participated and seemed to
enjoy themselves. Thank you
Miss Murray for organising it.

Tuesday-Judaism

Wednesday—Islam
Left, Sixth Former, Arbaaz
shared his knowledge of Islam
with pupils and right, Suriya
shared his knowledge of
Hinduism, thank you.
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Interfaith Week
Thursday—Hinduism

Friday—Christianity and Colour and Light
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Post 16 And Residential News Update
Our Industrious Sixth Formers

Above are photo’s of John, Holly Ibrahem collecting their course
certificates at the end of last term.
Left, Catherine passed her L3 in Childcare. Well done everyone.

Below left is a photo of Alex giving a demo to other students in a
practical joinery (chiselling) lesson. His Tutor (Alex G) was so impressed that he got a small group together to watch him. Well
done Alex.
Next to that is a photo of Mia at her work experience placement at
River Dogs in Tadcaster.
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Past Pupil News
The Graduates—Congratulations!
Jonathon wrote “I hope all is well
at St John's. I would like to thank
all the staff that have taught and
looked after me for all the hard
work and determination that has
allowed me to achieve a 2:1
degree in Business and
Management. I had my
graduation ceremony and it went
very well, I managed to complete
it without tripping over my robes!
Once again, thank you for all your
help and support over the years.”

Thomas at his
Graduation at
York Minster
on Thursday
for passing his
Foundation
Degree.

Working Life
We had a message from past
pupil, Hannah. She recently
started work as a teaching
assistant at a School for the
Deaf in St Alban’s. Hannah will
be working with year 7/8
pupils. She has just moved into
her own small apartment and
is loving it. Congratulations!

Cyber Security

We also had a message
from Victoria. She got
MMP in L3 Business and
has got a full time job in
a salon as a trainee nail
technician. Well done
Victoria.

Peter texted to say “I hope you are
well today. I have got good news I
just got the text today. I got the job
offer and I start work on Monday. I
will have a three trial week period for
them to decide if they can offer a job
role as a joiner. This is great news for
me. Thank you so much for
supporting me. Brilliant!

Lights, Camera, Action...
Current sixth former, Alfie made a video about knife crime. It
was one of three national nominee’s short listed for the NASS
“Inovation” award.

In the summer holidays Hollie
completed a 4 day course in
Cyber-Security. She enjoyed the
course and developed a greater
awareness of the Cyber-Security
Industry. One of her plans for the
future is maybe to seek a high level
apprenticeship in this field hopefully
at Sellafield nuclear power station.
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Also, Miss Fox showed it to her friend Matt O'Neill, who is the
Assistant Head at Baskerville Special School in Birmingham and
also the lead for safeguarding. He watched Alfie’s video and
thought it was a fantastic example of how students can help us
learn about safeguarding, so much so that he showed it in his
weekly staff training section on safeguarding. He was also
impressed that the school had been so supportive of the
student in promoting this excellent piece of work.
Alfie has had several job offers on the back of this and a letter
from the office of the Children’s commissioner for England,
commending him on the video.
Well done Alfie, I’ve seen the video, it’s amazing!
(No photos Alfie likes anonymity—respect!)
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FUNDRAISING

Christmas fair 23rd November

Friends of St Johns
Need You!

St John’s Catholic School
for the Deaf,
Church Street, Boston Spa

It’s that time of year again, when we
have our annual plea to help the Friends
of St John’s raise money for extra trips
and treats for the pupils.

Christmas Fair
Come along to our Christmas Shopping event on

Can we ask for donations of bottles for
the tombola, hampers and raffle prizes
please.
We’re also looking to rehome any “preloved” teddies, if you have any bears you
would like to donate for a stall, send
them into school please (preferably
washed!)

Saturday 23rd November 2019
10.00 am – 1.00 pm
We have a wide range of stalls selling handcrafted and unusual
gifts, including:Christmas puddings, Homemade jams and cakes,
Jewellery, Health & Beauty Gifts,
Christmas decorations, Christmas cards and stationery
Santa’s Grotto, Children’s stalls, Raffle and Bottle Tombola
You can enjoy just browsing, or relax with a bacon sandwich,
or coffee, cake and mince pies, whilst the children are
entertained with craft activities

Dates for your diary
22nd November

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

23rd November

-Christmas Fair

20th December

-School closes 12.30pm for Christmas Holidays

6th January

-School reopens

24th January

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

14th February

-School closes for half term holiday

24th February

-School reopens

27th March

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

3rd April

-School closes 12.30pm for Easter Holidays

20th April

-School reopens

4th May

-School closed for Bank holiday

22nd May

-School closes for half term holiday

1st June

-School reopens

19th June

-School closed for TRAINING DAY

17th July

-School closes 12.30pm for Summer Holidays

@stjohns4thedeaf

