
Page 1 COM MU NITY  V OI CE 

C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

 V
o

ic
e

 

S
T

 
J

O
H

N
’

S
 

C
A

T
H

O
L

I
C

 
S

C
H

O
O

L
 

F
O

R
 

T
H

E
 

D
E

A
F

 
2019/20 - Issue 4 

May 2020 Home Made Newsletter  

We hope everything is ok with you and your family in these unprecedented 
times.  It seems as though we’ve been in lockdown for a long time, you may   
recall we had a beautiful music concert in school on Friday 20th March, 
then the following Monday school had to close, we thought until Easter! 
Well, Easter has been and gone but we’ve recently had some restrictions on  
lockdown lifted, so hopefully we’re a little closer to seeing you all again. 
 
Even though school has been closed, staff have kept in touch with students by 
phone, email and home learning.  We have been receiving endless amounts of 
well wishes from you and it’s been great to see how you have all been keeping 
busy, thank you for all your lovely emails and messages, it is so good to hear 
what you’ve been up to. Keep up the good work everybody. 

Summer Term 

The Start of Summer Term 

The sun has been shining and the grounds of St John's are looking lovely. 

We've got lots of cowslips that have self-seeded, the trees are in blossom and in 
the polytunnel the beans, potatoes and strawberries are growing particularly 
well. Rick and Brian have begun work on a fabulous seating area outside post 16- 
let's hope we get to use it soon.  

The quail eggs we hatched have grown and moved to the aviary and have 

enough feathers to be able to fly. The quail hens are laying again, we had 14 eggs 

one weekend! We're taking it in turns to look after them. However, the big news 

is that we have some new tadpoles from the frogspawn that Mrs Phipps brought 

in before the lock down.  
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We have been supporting our community and the NHS by creating rainbow posters and taking part in the 

Thursday “Clap for our carers” Mrs Fowler was even seen on TV with her four-legged friend, Reuban.  

Finn has gone out to clap every week and has some implants with an NHS cover which raises money for 

NHS.   

Clap for Our Carers 

Supporting Our Community 

Miss Dyer Completes 2.6 Challenge 

Miss Fox Makes Face Visors for the NHS 

Miss Dyer joined the 2.6 challenge which was a charity event 

in place of the London Marathon. She aimed to cycle 26k 

which is about the distance from home to St John's and back, 

but actually tootled around the lanes near school a bit and 

did 32k altogether. This was a challenge as she had not     

cycled that far for ten years! Miss Dyer chose Refuge 

as her charity as she’d read about the increase in domestic 

violence under lockdown affecting women and children. Miss 

Dyer said “I was blown away with the generous donations 

and have raised £500, enough for three child support packs 

and three family emergency packs”.  Well done Miss Dyer!  

Miss Fox teamed up 

with Carr Manor Community 

School to help make face visors 

that are needed for keeping  

patients and workers 

safe. Thank you Miss Fox.  
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What We’ve All Been Up To 

Keeping Busy 

Matthew has been busy baking delicious cakes  

Oisin has been helping with the household chores  

Mrs Fowler has been keeping busy exer-

cising doing the Couch to 5K running and 

working on her            allotment.  She says 

she hopes that you have been able to 

continue with Pilates.  I know she sent 

some funny pictures of pet stretch-

es to pupils during lockdown, but here is 

one of Mrs Fowler practicing the 

“Downward Dog” exercise with her lovely 

dog, Reuban!   

Baking 

Helping Around the House 

Practicing Pilates 
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Home Learning 

Maths Star of the Month 

Mrs McAleer told me that Leandro won maths star for April for top score on “Time Table Rockstars.” 

Joshua won it for May for his hard work and sending his completed work independently .  

Nightgale have done some lovely well being activities.  

Elly wrote an amazing letter to Anne Frank about what lockdown was like (see below).  

Staff ICT skills are being challenged!!!  

Elly’s Letter to Anne Frank 

Dear Anne Frank, how are you doing today, I am also stuck at home too. It must be really rotten stock at 
home where I live there is a virus to keep everyone safe stay at home. But luckily I have a bubble tube and 
my little Teddy. I can talk to people using FaceTime and go on my iPad and watch TV I like to watch Shaun 
the sheep.   
 
My i pad is like slate and the screen loke likes a sinimar screen   

The tv is invented in the 1930s in the the uk but now it has colour   

Tv i like watching home movies on fun fairs i can still talk to my   

Teachers i have 3 cats called willow holly and jack jack i am   

Very lucky to have to have cats in my house   

You make my very happy,  

 From Elly  
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More Amazing Home Learning 

Art and Design Challenge 

Leandro made an amazing robot for the Art and Design challenge set by Mrs Fowler, as did Elly  

Rory (the artist) sent some paintings in of extinct animals, the Great Auk and Thylacine, fabulous.  
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75th Anniversary of VE Day 

This year we had a special bank holiday Friday on 8th May to celebrate VE Day.  Mrs Hobbs sent a wellbeing 
task home on how to make bunting and a Spitfire Glider.   

This is what Leandro shared with us.  

Hello Mrs Hobbs and Mrs Pirie, here are the facts that I found; about VE day.  

1. VE day doesn't mark the end of WW2 - the end is considered to be on 2/9/1945 after the defeat of    
Japan.  

2. Similar to 2020, in 1995 the early bank holiday was moved to the eighth of May to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of VE day.  

3. VE day, Mark's the defeat over Germany by the Allied Forces during WW2. Part of the Allied Forces were 
Britain, France, Russia, and the U.S.   

And here, are the banting that we made at home.  Leandro  (see below) 

Joshua also did some great research and made some fabulous bunting too (see below) 

May Day Bank Holiday With a Difference 

Luke made a very interesting drink!  Also a Pentecostal pinwheel, what a good job he did!  
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More Bank Holiday Photos 

Lots of people celebrated by putting bunting up and having a cream tea in their gardens.  Some people 

still had street parties, but due to lockdown and social distancing rules people stayed in their own gar-

dens and partied with their neighbours at a distance.  Here are some photos of how Jackie and Mandy 

celebrated the day in their respective gardens. Also Matthew and his dad.  

75th Anniversary of VE Day 

Matthew made some flapjack for VE day - he loved hearing the music coming from different gardens and 

looking at the decorations. He had a chat with some of his neighbours which was really nice, here is a pic-

ture of Matthew's favourite place in the garden!  
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Care Team Carry on 

During lockdown the Care Team have been sharing how they have been keeping busy.  As well as doing 
home learning and keeping up to date with on-line statutory training courses and report writing,   

Frances’ daughter had her 18th birthday! As they couldn’t go out they had cake, a quiz and a surprisingly 
good time.   

Bobbie has been having weekly facetime chats with her friends  and camping in the garden. 

Anita has done lots of gardening and done some lovely pots with flowers, beans and potatoes.  

Rachel has treated herself to having a Netflix fix  

Matty has been having picnics in the garden with his children  

Maciej has been “stroking his soul reading poetry” whilst waiting for his wife to return from Poland (he 

sent this picture of in of him and his cat!)  

A Message From Cambodia 

 Some of you may remember Miss Turnbull who worked at St John’s as a Learning Support Assistant, but 

left to do some voluntary work in a school in Cambodia.  Well she sent us some photographs to show us 

just how different school and home is over there. I hope you enjoy them, thank you Miss Turnbull for     

sharing them. 
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Lights, Camera, Action... 

Sixth Form News 

 Hollie recently made a video with some of the other sixth form students for deaf awareness week. Hollie 

posted it on a Facebook site called “the unofficial NDCS” and shared the link with Mandy, who shared it 

with Governors and colleagues. It's a lovely video and so nice to see our sixth form students talking about 

what it's like to be deaf. Governors said it was “Fabulous and uplifting” “A fantastic positive group of     

people” “Absolutely lovely, well done” “Lovely to see so many past students too”“So proud of all our      

students”.  

Alfies Film 

Alfie made an amazing film, King 2020, it was shot in school and stars most of his sixth form 

friends, Mqhele, Macauley, Tyler, Lily, James, Alex, Ibrahem, and John.  It’s set in the 1950’s and is about 

one of the last remaining gangster gangs, the Vercetti’s, who secured control of the north of Yorkshire.  The 

gang led by Jonny Vercetti and Vincent Corallo are being hunted and killed.  It’s dark, actioned packed and 

gripping.  It’s on You Tube and had over 1000 views when I watched it with my teenage son who said “It’s 

pretty good that!” The staff and Governors who have seen it said it was “Absolutely amazing” “Stunning” 

“All the students are great” and they really are, if you’ve got 30 minutes free, it’s well worth a watch.  

Hollies Video 

ASDAN Work 

 Miss Dyer has shared some great photos of Matthew, Finn and Julian doing ASDAN work.  They’ve done 

ASDAN baking, cleaning and horticulture modules.  They’ve baked cakes and biscuits, made meals and 

packed lunches, used the washer, drier, vacuumed, cleaned the kitchen and  learned about Health and 

Safety.  They’ve also been busy bees around the garden.   



Inspired by the lovely photos from the students and a lockdown selfie from Miss Dyer, Nurse Kate thought 
we could do a staff photo competition of us in lockdown.  We were invited to send everyone a photo of your 
self in lockdown. As you would expect, there were some very innovative ones!  They were judged by Heidi 
Tomlinson from the BBC and Miss Dyer won for being the most original, well deserved!   
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Staff Photo Competition 

Miss Dyers Dandelion Selfie  

I’m not sure what Mrs Turner is doing there, I hope Mr Roberts is ok?!?   

Notetaker, Mrs Robinson, hair before lockdown and after!   

Mrs McAleer before and after lockdown! 
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Staff Photo Competion 

Jackie as Queen Elizabeth 1st during lockdown!   

Notetaker, Mrs Gilkes, Homeschooling   

Mrs B - No, honestly, Mandy- I've got everything under control.    



Happy Ramadan 

What’s on in 2020 

Church Street 
Boston Spa 

S T  J O H N ’S  C A TH O L I C  S C H O O L  F O R  T H E  D E A F  

Phone: 01937 842144 
Fax: 01937 541471 

www.stjohns.org.uk 

The Islamic calendar is based around the lunar cycle.  The beginning 
of the blessed month of Ramadan for Muslims is confirmed upon 
the sighting of the moon. This year is started on Thursday 23rd April 
and is expected to finish on Friday 22nd May.  The Fourth Pillar of 
Islam is Sawm, or fasting. Fasting takes place during the month of 
Ramadan, a holy month in the Islamic calendar (lunar calendar).  We 
wish all our Muslim friends a Happy Ramadan.  

Steven’s Poem 

I Have A Dream 

 

Peace to all living things 

No more alcohol & drugs 

I have a Dream 

 

To have a gaming job 

No more covid-19 

No more pain & suffering 

Go to college 

Get a good education 

Happy Birthday Steven 

It’s also Steven’s 13th Birthday,  
I bet he can’t believe he’s a teenager! 
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